
  
  
  

 
CCooooppeerraattiivvee  EExxtteennssiioonn  IImmppaacctt  RReeppoorrtt  

 

2010 Will Mark the 5TH Year of the America Saves Campaign to Build Wealth, Not Debt! 
  
IInn  22000099,,  sseevveennttyy––ffiivvee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  iinn  3311  ssttaatteess  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  WWeeeekk,,  wwiitthh  eeiigghhtt  ooff  tthheessee  
ssttaatteess  lleeaaddiinngg  ssttaattee--wwiiddee  ccaammppaaiiggnnss..    1144,,338833  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  rreeppoorrtteedd  aann  iinnccrreeaasseedd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  
bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  ppeerrssoonnaall  ssaavviinnggss,,  aanndd  33,,552244  nneeww  SSaavveerrss  pplleeddggeedd  ttoo  ssaavvee  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  $$225599,,997744  mmoonntthhllyy..  IInn  
aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  mmeeddiiaa  ccoovveerraaggee  aanndd  pprrooccllaammaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  llooccaall  eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicciiaallss,,  EExxtteennssiioonn--lleedd  eeffffoorrttss  iinncclluuddeedd  
ffiinnaanncciiaall  ffaaiirrss;;  sseemmiinnaarrss  aanndd  wwoorrkksshhooppss;;  ssaavviinnggss  ddrriivveess  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  wwiitthh  llooccaall  ffiinnaanncciiaall  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss;;  
eevveennttss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ““PPiiggggyy  BBaannkk  BBeeaauuttyy  CCoonntteessttss;;””  aanndd  nnoo--ccoosstt  ttaaxx  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ffoorr  
llooww  ––  aanndd  mmooddeerraattee--  iinnccoommee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..  
  
IInn  22000088,,  2244  ssttaatteess  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  WWeeeekk..  KKeeyy  ffiinnddiinnggss  sshhoowweedd  llooccaall  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn  wwiitthh  
11,,332255  ppaarrttnneerrss  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss,,  aanndd  ddiirreecctt  aanndd  iinn--ffuunndd  ffuunnddiinngg,,  ssuucchh  aass  ggrraannttss,,  ssaavviinnggss  bboonnddss,,  aanndd  ffrreeee  
mmeeddiiaa,,  ttoottaalliinngg  nneeaarrllyy  $$550000,,000000..  9977,,335522  yyoouutthh  aanndd  aadduullttss  wweerree  rreeaacchheedd  tthhrroouugghh  11,,446600  ddiirreecctt  oouuttrreeaacchh  
aaccttiivviittiieess,,  aanndd  77,,774433,,000000  yyoouutthh  aanndd  aadduullttss  wweerree  rreeaacchheedd  tthhrroouugghh  11,,446677  iinnddiirreecctt  ssttrraatteeggiieess,,  aanndd  55,,559966  nneeww  
SSaavveerrss  pplleeddggeedd  ttoo  ssaavvee  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  $$774488,,990066  mmoonntthhllyy..        
  
IInn  22000077,,  2222  ssttaatteess  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  WWeeeekk  aanndd  rreeaacchheedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  8800,,000000  ppootteennttiiaall  ssaavveerrss  
tthhrroouugghh  wwoorrkksshhooppss,,  rroollll  yyoouurr  cchhaannggee  eevveennttss,,  ppiiggggyy  bbaannkk  ccoommppeettiittiioonnss,,  ppaayyrroollll  ssttuuffffeerrss,,  eelleeccttrroonniicc  
mmeessssaaggeess,,  nneewwsslleetttteerrss,,  aanndd  sseemmiinnaarrss  aatt  wwoorrkkppllaaccee  aanndd  ttaaxx  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ssiitteess..  1166,,553300  SSaavveerrss  eennrroolllleedd,,  
wwiitthh  aa  ccuummuullaattiivvee  ssaavviinnggss  ggooaall  ooff  $$11..66  mmiilllliioonn  mmoonntthhllyy..  
  
IInn  22000066,,  2200  ssttaatteess  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  3322  llooccaall  SSaavveess  ccaammppaaiiggnnss..  KKeeyy  ffiinnddiinnggss  sshhoowweedd  1155,,440011  
SSaavveerrss  eennrroolllleedd,,  wwiitthh  aa  ccuummuullaattiivvee  ssaavviinnggss  ggooaall  ooff  $$11,,446655,,661155  mmoonntthhllyy..        
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  aanndd  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  WWeeeekk??  
America Saves is an ongoing nationwide social marketing campaign to encourage all individuals and 
families, especially those of low to moderate means, to save, build wealth, and reduce debt.  Similar to 
health and safety campaigns to encourage buckling up and not drinking and driving, America Saves 
combines broad public awareness, small group education, and individual assistance to persuade people 
to select a savings goal and establish and commit to a simple plan.  America Saves is offered locally by 
broad-based coalitions of government, business, and non-profit groups. It is managed by the Consumer 
Federation of America.  
 
  
“Cooperative Extension agents continue to serve as key leaders for America Saves, organizing local and 
statewide coalitions across the country and helping America Saves expand and improve. They have 
reached tens of thousands of people directly and their marketing and media efforts have reached 
millions. In today’s economic climate, helping individuals and families manage the money and maximize 
their savings is especially important.”   Stephen Brobeck, Executive Director, Consumer Federation of America, 2009 
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
TThhee  22000099  AAmmeerriiccaa  SSaavveess  WWeeeekk  ((FFeebbrruuaarryy  2222  ––  MMaarrcchh  11)),,  a component of the larger America 
Saves campaign coordinated primarily by the Consumer Federation of America, is designed to raise the 
profile of the savings issue and the need to save. In addition to Cooperative Extension, other key 
national partners were the American Savings Education Council, U.S Department of Defense, the 
Federal Reserve Board, World-at-Work, and Family, Career and Community Leaders of America.   
  
HHooww  iiss  CCooooppeerraattiivvee  EExxtteennssiioonn  iinnvvoollvveedd??      
For ongoing Saves campaigns, local Extension involvement varies, with the simplest approach 
distributing brochures or sending electronic messages to recruit Savers.  More complex strategies 
involve leadership and participation in local coalitions that build awareness through mass media, provide 
motivational workshops, offer access to Saver coaches, and follow up with Savers to encourage 
success. For America Saves Week, Extension collaborates with partners and volunteers, including 
financial institutions and school systems, to encourage savings through direct outreach methods, such as 
workshops, financial fairs and conferences, and indirect outreach methods, such as media, websites, 
and exhibits.  
 
WWhhaatt  IIss  CCooooppeerraattiivvee  EExxtteennssiioonn??    
Cooperative Extension is a nationwide educational network that brings the research and knowledge of 
land-grant institutions to people in their homes, workplaces, and communities. Extension links the 
resources and expertise of more than 3,000 county Extension offices, 105 land-grant colleges and 
universities (which include historically black colleges, tribal colleges, and institutions serving the U.S. 
territories), and the federal government through USDA’s Cooperative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service (CSREES).  Extension educators deliver research-based programs through 
workshops, home-study courses, web-based learning tools, and other methods to give people the 
knowledge, skills, and motivation to build financial security. The emphasis of Extension programs is on 
sustained financial action by learners.  
 
 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  ggoo  ttoo::    
www.americasaves.orgwww.americasaves.org  
www.americasavesweek.orgwww.americasavesweek.org      
  

    
Prepared by Jim Terry, USDA’s Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), with data provided 
by the Consumer Federation of America and reports compiled from local extension offices by Elizabeth Kiss, Purdue University.  
For extension questions, contact Jane Schuchardt, CSREES national program leader, jschuchardt@csrees.usda.gov.  For 
general information about America Saves, contact Nancy Register, associate director, Consumer Federation of America, 
nregister@consumerfed.org.  September 2009. 
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