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Objectives

1. To establish a unique and integrated organic
farming operation that demonstrates the
sustainable production of vegetable crops,
orchards, vineyards and greenhouse operations
on the farming landscape.

2. To establish a basis for utilizing ecological
approaches to managing farms in a productive
and sustainable fashion.

3. To generate a living classroom for students,
establish research facilities and outreach
programs as well as generate scientific
information that accounts for biodiversity, air,

Acknowledgements

Co-Project Director:
Ganesan Srinivasan, Ph.D., MBA

Director, University Agricultural Laboratory (UAL)
& Agricultural Operations, CSUF

Collaborators:

1. Dave Goorahoo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Vegetable Crops

2. John T. Bushoven, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Horticulture

3. Jim Farrar, Department Chair, Associate Professor of Plant Pathology
Dept. of Plant Science, CSUF

4. Klaus Tenbergen, CMB, CEPC, MCFE, Assistant Professor

Culinology® Program Director, Dept. of Food Science and Nutrition, CSUF
5. Sanliang Gu, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Viticulture

Dept., of Enology and Viticulture, CSUF

Cooperators:
1. Cynthia Ortegon, CCOF Chapter Representative and CSUF alumni

Calliope Correia, Technician and CSUF alumni CSU Fresno Horticulture
Nursery Enterprise

Mike Mosinki, CSU Fresno Compost Facility Manager

Tom Willey, Organic vegetable grower and CSUF alumni, T&D Willey
Farms

Richard Crowe, Organic raisin grower, Black-Crowe Vineyards

Jim Leap, Farm Manager and CSUF alumni, Center for Agroecology and
Sustainable Food Systems, UC Santa Cruz

B

oW

ISl

Evaluator:
Bradley D. Hanson, Ph.D., Research Agronomist
USDA-ARS-San Joaquin Valley Agricultural Sciences Center

soil, water and energy conservation, effective
resource management on various types of
organic farm operations, and culinary studies.

4. To establish a self-supporting enterprise that can
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Activities

* Operate the SAERM Research and
Education Program

® Design multiple phases of integrated
farming landscape

¢ Design and maintain the living-classroom
projects for various class visits

e Establish short-term and long-term organic
agriculture research and education projects

® Outreach activities

K-12 students from local 4H program visited and learned about water-use in agriculture,

Beneficiaries & Expected Impacts

* To enhance services to the community through
the sale of organic produce from student projects
conducted at the university farm under SAERM

and the student-operated Community Support
Agriculture (CSA) program

* We anticipate hiring a total of 20 to 30 student
assistants and/or organic student interns,
educating over 150 students, and offering at least
2 courses in organic agriculture.

* We plan to create an outreach program to attract
underrepresented student groups interested in
working with the local community in order to
focus on healthy farming.

Evaluation

Viability of the organic farming operation.
Potential for sustainability of crop production.
Level of increase in organic crop production.
The level of increase in the number of student
enrollments in agriculture and food science
classes at CSU Fresno.

e Theincrease in the number of student
agricultural internships in organic farming.

*  Amount of increase in organic produce sales at
the University Farm Market.

®  The creation of a website for SAERM.

®  The number of scientific publications that
summarize research findings during the project.

*  Level of increased financial support from private
industry, government agencies and non-profit
organizations to maintain and expand the living
classroom.

e Extent to which a sustainability plan has been
developed and what specific steps are taken
towards developing a self-supporting enterprise.

¢ The number of outside organizations that have
been contacted and the percentage of which
provide funds to the project in order to build
sustainability.

®  Thelevel of increase in the number of certified

CCOF donated seed money to support the Organic Internship
Program as a part of SAERM

OTganic demonstration plots for educationar
purposes.

*  The number of support staff hired as a result of
income generated from student projects.



