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Alaska Native Villages
•231 federally-recognized tribes in 
Alaska  - slightly less than half the 
tribes in the U.S.

•213 Alaska Native villages

•Have mixed subsistence-cash 
economieseconomies

•At least 85% are off-road (accessible 
only by air, or boat & snow machine 
seasonally)y)

•Many still lack basic infrastructure: 
plumbing, functioning health clinics, 
stocked grocery stores



Typical Village transportation



En route to Holy Cross, crossing 
b t  th  K k k i  d Y k  between the Kuskokwim and Yukon 
Rivers





Village government office, 
Venetie



Alaska Native Villages
•Native food is important: 
physically, culturally & 
spirituallyspiritually

•Many struggle to retain 
their language and customs

• Grapple with the legacies 
of boarding schools, priest 
abuse, & other historical 
trauma from contact

•For many elders, first 
contact happened within 
their lifetimes



Spring waterfowl hunting, Van Cho (Big Lake)



Plucking ducks, Tanacross



Dog team waiting to race, Spring Carnival, Venetie



Jam session at Chalkyitsik
Culture Camp



Beadwork (Courtney Agnes)



Village Images
…Village life is river life – all year



Camp on the Draanjik



Young women in a slough of the 
Chandalar River, Venetie



Confluence of the Tanana and 
Yukon Rivers, upriver of TananaYukon Rivers, upriver of Tanana



Dale & Deb, just upriver of 
Tanana



Courtney on the Yukon



By the numbers

•Alaska Native youth suicide is double that of the national 
average

•Child sexual abuse in Alaska is almost  6 times national 
average

• Alaska rape rate is 2.5 times national average

•Alaska Natives comprise 37% of the incarcerated 
population ( but just 19% overall population)

•More than 1 in 3 Native women will be raped; more than 3 
out of 4 will be beaten in their lifetimes

•Overall: 8.5% AK Natives drop out of HS; some regions as 
high as 48% 

•Little to no  access to resources for youth (or women) in 
remote villages



Next steps for tribal youth
Rebuilding trust, self-respect & a belief in a positive future



From a village perspective
Courtney Agnes, 4-H Mentoring Coordinator


