The aim of this mission-focused project is to cultivate
collaborations with educational institutions, non-
governmental and community-based organizations, and
other groups and organizations with expertise in early
childhood education, youth development or related
fields to support the family support programs,
workforce development, and child care & youth
development expansion needs of the Department of
Defense (DoD). Itis the intent, through this relationship
between the National Institute of Food and Agriculture
(NIFA) at USDA and Military Community & Family Policy
(MC&FP) at DoD that programs be mutually beneficial
to support military youth, families, and communities as
well as non-military audiences. NIFA will engage with
Land-Grant University and Cooperative Extension
faculty and staff through to accomplish the following
primary objectives: community capacity-building in
support of military families; workforce development;
and strengthening family, child care, and youth
development programs.

COMMUNITY CAPACITY-BUILDING IN SUPPORT OF
MILITARY FAMILIES

Military Community, Family & Youth Extension
Programs (Purdue University) - The Cooperative
Extension system, with leadership provided through the
Land-Grant Universities has a presence in nearly every
county in the United States. Additionally, through the
eXtension web portal, individuals may access
educational materials at the time of their choosing. The
Military Community, Family & Youth Extension program
will be established and provide overall leadership and
coordination from the Land-Grant University system.
Support will be provided for health literacy, basic meal
preparation, gardening, youth citizenship, spousal
employment, personal worklife, and other identified
priority programs.

Communications & Outreach (Washington State
University) - A comprehensive communication,
marketing, and outreach plan will utilize contemporary
tools and strategies to promote awareness of workforce
opportunities. In addition, this effort will also serve as a
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vehicle to increase awareness of community-based
educational programs, eXtension, and other web-based
resources with military families and communities.

eXtension

A key component of the partnership will be a significant
relationship between MC&FP and eXtension. eXtension
is an interactive learning environment delivering the
best, most researched knowledge from the entire land-
grant university system. eXtension connects knowledge
consumers with knowledge providers - experts who
know their subject matter inside out.

eXtension is unlike any other search engine or
information-based website. It's a space where university
content providers can gather and produce new
educational and information resources on wide-ranging
topics. Because it's available to students, researchers,
clinicians, professors, as well as the general public, at
any time from any Internet connection, eXtension helps
solve real-life problems in real time.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Internship Program (Purdue University) - The goal of
this initiative is to increase the number of students
completing internships and entering professional
careers in child-care and youth development programs.

Youth Extension Service — Project Y.E.S. (North Carolina
State University) - Project Y.E.S. creates a national
service program that will engage college students in
service to meet the needs of military families facing
deployment. Specifically, Project Y.E.S. will expand the
resources for the Joint Family Support Assistance
Program (JFSAP) and Yellow Ribbon Reintegration
Program (YRRP), provide opportunities for students to
give back to their communities and country with a year
of service, and further strengthen connections with the
Cooperative Extension System, all while meeting the
critical needs of communities with high rates of families
impacted by deployment across the country.



Children, Youth, & Family Programs Professional
Development & Technical Assistance

This innovative and comprehensive professional
development program will provide for: (1) direct
connections and relationships with university faculty
and staff on military bases and installations; (2)
opportunity to link theory to practice; (3) opportunity
for real, hands-on experiences; and (4) the
implementation of pilot curriculum, organizational
strategies, and teaching methods that work best in
specific contexts.

Capital Region Child Care Lab School System (The Ohio
State University) — The Child Care Lab System will serve
military child care programs as both an actual lab school
and a virtual network of laboratory child care settings.
Individuals seeking a career in military child care may
use the system in a variety of ways to enhance their
professional development.

University Passport Program (Kansas State University) -
This initiative creates a partnership with institutions
engaged in formal, on-line learning programs that lead
to degrees or certificates from accredited colleges and
universities in areas related to the workforce
development needs within MC&FP. The overall goal of
this initiative is to increase the number of military
personnel and spouses enrolled in degree or certificate-
granting programs, specifically those focused on child
care, youth development, and related fields.

STRENGTHENING FAMILY, CHILD CARE, & YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Multi-Disciplinary Partnerships for Strengthening Child
Care & Youth Development Programs (University of
Arizona) - This initiative will establish a network of Land-
Grant University and Cooperative Extension faculty and
staff to support a multi-disciplinary partnership. More
specifically, the objectives are to: (1) develop a
comprehensive framework to support community-
based youth development and child care program
implementation; (2) develop tools, resources, and
strategies for community-based programs to use; (3)
develop strategies for identifying evidence-based youth
development programs; (4) develop and implement
strategies to educate future leaders, current faculty,
and community partners on high quality youth
development program standards; and (5) develop and
implement a competitive research program. A strong
relationship with the Military Family Research Institute
at Purdue University will be established.

Engaging Faculty Expertise: A primary objective of the
partnership between MC&FP and NIFA is to develop
and implement strategies that lead to sustained support
for educational programs, professional development,
and priority setting well into the future as the needs of
military youth, families, and communities continue to
evolve. To determine future priorities, implement and
evaluate programs, and meet the immediate challenges
faced in communities across the country, several
specific projects have been identified:

e Family Readiness Clearinghouse

Community Capacity Building

Health Literacy Education

Community Gardening

Basic Meal Preparation

Training and Materials for Youth Camps

Youth Citizenship

Deployment Curriculum & Resources

e 4-H Out-of-School Youth Programs

e Autism Program Review and Support

e Database for Child & Youth Program
Reporting

e Personal Worklife Skills

e JFSAP Program Evaluation

e Heartlink & Key Spouse Program Support

e Child Care Centers Technical Assistance

Virginia Tech will provide leadership for the
development and implementation of a family
needs assessment and collaborate with the
University of Maryland on completing the report
from the Summit on Military Families.

In the future, additional initiatives may be identified
and strategies to further engage the Land-Grant
University system will be implemented.
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