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Child and Family Development at 

NIFA  

• Early childhood development, nutrition, health, and 

education;  

• ECE caregiver professional development;  

• Parenting education;  

• Healthy relationships;  

• Kinship care;  

• Intergenerational programs;   

• Rural families health and well-being.   

 

 

 



• More than just an obesity prevention initiative;   

• 5 Goals: physical activity, screen time, foods, 

beverages and infant feeding;   

• National, web-based;    

• Changing the fabric of ECE as we know it.   



• Office of the First Lady 

• White House Domestic Policy 

Council 

• US Dept. of Health & Human 

Services 

– ACF 

– CDC 

– Healthy Resources and 

Services Administration 

• Nemours 

• Child Care Aware of America 

• The Univ. of NC at Chapel Hill  

• USDA (NIFA & FNS)  

• DOD  

• National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

 

• National Resource Center for Health and Safety 

in Child Care and Early Education 

• National Association for Regulatory 

• American Academy of Pediatrics 

• Afterschool Alliance 

• Center for Science in the Public Interest  

• First Five Years Fund 

• Food Research and Action Council 

• United Way 

• National Women’s Law Center 

• National Association for Child Care Resource and 

Referral Agencies 

• National Association for Family Child Care 

• National Child Care Association 

• National Head Start Association 
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LMCC Website – Users Stats 

 72,138 unique visitors 

 50,954 downloads 

 6,141 quiz takers 
 222 meet 100% best practices 

 979 meet 75% 

 3,536 meet 50% 

 States with highest 

number of providers 

participating 
 CA, IL, WI, NY, MA, IA, MD, FL, 

OR, AZ 

 



 

• Challenges for LMCC 

 

• Opportunities for FCS and Cooperative Extension 

 

• Exploring our Strengths 

 Discovering our Potential  

 Leading the way to the Future 



Leading the way to the Future 

• eXtension Communities of Practice   

– eXtension Alliance for Better Child Care (EABCC)  

– Just in Time Parenting (JITP)  

– Family Caregiving  

 

• DFCS Visiting Scholars Program  

 

• Rural Health and Safety Education (RHSE) 

Competitive Grants Program   

 



Resources from RHSE Grantees 

• Falls Prevention Among Elderly Adults  

 (Univ. of Wisconsin – Madison)   

 

• Core Health Messages (multi-state)  

 

 



AgrAbility  

• Competitive grants opportunity for 1862 and 1890 

institutions;   

• To enhance quality of life for people with disabilities 

in agriculture and to increase their success in 

production agriculture or agriculture-related 

occupations.  

• Farm safety standards.   

 

• In 2013, with FCS representation;   

• Look for the announcement to provide feedback.   

 



Got News?  

• Let us know of issues, trends, projects, needs and resources 

in the area of Child and Family Development in your county 

and state. 

 

• Stay informed and Inform others:  CFD Listserv  

 

• Aida Balsano  

 (202) 720-4436  

 abalsano@nifa.usda.gov  

mailto:abalsano@nifa.usda.gov


 

Thank you!  


