
 
 

The Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) Program at the University of Kentucky, 
Department of Forestry, FY 2008               
 
The University of Kentucky’s Cooperative Extension 
forestry program is focused on effectively delivering 
knowledge, insight, and solutions that address forest- and 
forest industry-related challenges affecting the quality of 
life of all Kentuckians. 
 
Overall RREA Impact – RREA-supported programs 
resulted in direct assistance to 858 businesses and 7,843 
woodland owners and improvements to more than 84,254 
acres.  Total impacts included $203 million generated for 
rural communities, with $90.1 million from direct timber 
income to woodland owners and the remainder from 
adoption of practices by trained lumber driers and the 
secondary wood industry. 

Participants of the Kentucky Woodland 
Owners Short Course listen as Dr. Jeff 

Stringer explains the finer points of crop tree 
management. 

 
Dollars Leveraged by RREA:  Every RREA dollar is leveraged with $4 state funds, bringing a 
total of $16 when all funding is considered.   
 
RREA Impacts and Success Stories: 
Local Forestry Organizations  – In 2008, three local forestry organizations were formed and 
continued programming assistance was provided to eight local forestry organizations.    
Certified Logger Training and Education – The Kentucky Master Logger Program and the 
newly established Certified Master Logger Program provided training for 1,015 loggers which 
allowed 790 logging firms to remain in business. In total, the program has 3,500 loggers 
representing more than 2,978 small businesses, employing more than 9,100 rural Kentuckians 
and providing woodland owners with $182 million in timber receipts and rural communities with 
more than $901 million through the primary processing of the logs.   
Forest and Wood Industry Programs – More than 1,093 individuals representing 68 forest 
industries were assisted resulting in $112.8 million saved/earned by primary wood industries-   
the majority associated with wood drying and secondary wood industry programs conducted at 
the University of Kentucky’s Wood Utilization Center.     
Sustainable Forest and Wildlife Management – Training of forestry professionals resulted in 
improvements to 325,728 acres. Direct programming to woodland owners resulted in 216 owners 
adopting improved practices on 27,771 acres with 155 acres of invasive exotics treated. Wildlife 
programs reached 930 individuals through the newly developed CD-based wildlife habitat 
improvement program, resulting in improvements to 75,675 acres.           

 
Quotes from program participants:  
-- “Very informative, great site for the program, and excellent examples of managed forest lands.” 
-- “By having these (WOSC programs) located throughout the state, it provides an important 
opportunity for attendees to see and know the local agency people. You are bringing in many local 
foresters, NCRS, etc.” 
--  “I liked the expertise and common sense approach of knowledgeable people the best.” 
    -- Participants at the Scott County Woodland Owners Short Course. 
 
University of Kentucky RREA Contact: Dr. Jeff Stringer, Forestry Extension Coordinator, 
Department of Forestry, University of Kentucky,  Lexington, KY 40546-0073, stringer@uky.edu 




