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Renewable Resources and Extension Act (RREA) program funds allocated to Montana State University are
administered by the University’s Extension Forestry program. RREA funds primarily address the educational
and information needs of family forest landowners. Montana has more than 22 million acres of forestlands,
of which 3.5 million acres are in family forest ownership. Although non-industrial private lands account for
only 16% of the forested land-base, they provide on average 30% of the total wood harvested annually.

Forest Owner Education: Family forests across Montana are facing increasing challenges ranging from high
dollar development pressures, climate-driven wildfires, insect outbreaks, difficult wood products markets,
endangered species habitat degradation, and intergenerational ownership transitions. To address these
needs, RREA funds have been used to develop a Master Forest Steward program that provides advanced
training to landowners as well as develops a volunteer landowner mentoring program. This curriculum
consists of eight core courses in forest ecology, silviculture, insects and disease, harvest planning, estate
planning, wildlife management, range/noxious weed management, and forest wildfire resilience
management along with an additional five elective classes in road, riparian, small scale equipment, soils and
computer applications. It is designed to graduate landowners who have an in-depth understanding of
managing family forest lands and also provide a local source of forestry expertise.

Youth Education: Fewer natural resource programs are offered every year for youth due to liability and time
challenges. The Montana Natural Resources Youth Camp, which is a non-profit one-week camp for 14-18
year old youth is supported with RREA funds that are used for educational curriculum development and
programming for sustainable natural resources management. The camp independently raises $20,000
annually to offer up to 40 kids this unique experience at the Lubrecht Experimental Forest.

RREA Master Forest Steward Programs offered in 2008
Forest Noxious Weed Management

Forest Wildlife Habitat Identification and Management

Small Equipment for Logging Operations

GPS Applications in Forestry

Identification and Management of Insects and Diseases

Estate Planning

MiniCollege

Landowners learn how to map,
inventory and assess forest stands

(137 participants owning and managing approximately 20,000 acres)
Forest Stewardship Plan Reengagement:

The Montana Forest Stewardship program has helped develop forest management plans on more than one
million acres of family forestlands over the past 18 years. To ensure that these plans remain active, MSU
Extension Forestry has teamed up with the Montana Tree Farm program to reengage landowners on a five-
year cycle. Stewardship plans and Tree Farm plans have been merged using a forest management plan
template and empirical stand analysis form. Each time a landowner enrolls in a Master Forest Steward
workshop or any other continuing education program, they are provided assistance in reassessing their forest
and updating their forest management plan. In 2008, more than 13,857 acres across 42 ownerships had
forest plans reviewed and renewed.

University of Montana RREA contact: Peter Kolb, MSU Extension Forestry Specialist, 32 Campus Drive,
Missoula, MT 59812-0606; telephone: 406-243-4705; email: peter.kolb@cfc.umt.edu





