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The Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) program funds allocated to the University of Nebraska
focus on maintaining healthy, sustainable forests, forest-based rural economic development, community
tree planting and care, and rangeland management for ecological and economic sustainability. Forest
managers and owners, green industry professionals, city administrators, rangeland owners and users, and
youth represent many of the key audiences. RREA funding leveraged several Extension and Nebraska
Forest Service (NSF) personnel in the development and delivery of a variety of educational programs.
Examples of FY 2008 accomplishments are presented below.

Nebraska Wildland Fire Academy: NSF offered its first annual fire academy that included four courses
ranging from basic firefighting to more advanced fire behavior in wildland environments. The program
drew 176 volunteer firefighters from 14 rural fire departments from a four-state region.

ReTree Nebraska: In cooperation with the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum and other partners, NFS
launched this 10-year initiative in 2007 to raise awareness about the value of trees and to educate the
public about proper tree planting and care. The program’s goal is to plant one million trees in
Nebraska communities (www.retreenebraska.unl.edu). In 2008, with 200 volunteer ambassadors, 80
Nebraska communities contributed to 9,000 tree plantings.

Nebraska Ranch Practicum: This program is a “hands-on,” in-depth learning experience emphasizing a
"systems" approach to livestock and rangeland

resource management. The curriculum enhances participants’
management ability and monitoring of progress. Participants in
the past year’s program influenced decisions on more than
300,000 acres of upland range, meadows and seeded hayland
and cropland and about 12,000 head of cows and yearlings,
producingan estimated saving of $18.40 per head ($2.2 million).

Youth Development Programs: Nebraska Range Youth
Camp,Range Judging contests, and Youth Science Days. In
2008, morethan 1100 youth and participated in the judging
contests whichdeveloped participant skills in rangeland
management, soil properties and characteristics, decisionmaking,
logic, organizational skills, problem solving, written
communication, and teamwork. Future benefits will result from high school age youth obtaining a greater
understanding and knowledge of rangeland resources and the improvement of their stewardship skills.

Rangeland field tours educate
participants on impacts of grazing

management strategies.

Educational Products: Five educational products were completed. Planning and Recordkeeping Guide
for Grazing and Carbon Crediting (http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/epublic/live/ec165/build/ec165.pdf);
Skillful Grazing Management on Semiarid Rangelands (http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/sendlt/ec162.pdf);
Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Packet; Emerald Ash Borer Citizen Detection Kit; Great Plains Initiative
Fact Sheet.

University of Nebraska RREA contacts: Scott Josiah, Nebraska State Forester, 107 Plant Industry Bld.,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 68583-0815; 402-472-2944; sjosiahl@unl.edu and Jerry Volesky,
Range Specialist, University of Nebraska West Central Research and Extension Center, 461 W.
University Dr., North Platte, NE 69101-7756; 308-696-6710; jvoleskyl@unl.edu.





