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THE RENEWABLE RESOURCES EXTENSION ACT (RREA) PROGRAM AT RUTGERS,
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY, FY 2008

Rutgers Cooperative Extension partners with numerous cooperators to devise and employ RREA-
supported programs to assist New Jersey’s landowners in effectively and sustainably managing their
forest resources. Recently, RREA funds have been used as described below.

e The Forest Management and Stewardship Program reached more than 420 landowners
through one short course, four evening workshops, three field days, and two talks
specifically targeting private woodland owners. Topics included wildlife management,
problem insects, invasive plants, forest management, proper felling, and alternative products
as part of forest stewardship and forest health. Presenting pertinent, readily adapted/applied
management information and alternatives can help provide incentives for landowners to
sustainably maintain their open space and woodlands through active forest management.
With an average size of forestland ownership in New Jersey of 15 to 20 acres, some 6,300 to
8,400 acres are benefiting from more knowledgeable landowners, subsequent better
management, and a higher likelihood of remaining forested.
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o Nearly 80 New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry employees attended three programs on
stewardship, wildlife management, hazard tree management, and program planning. They
are helpful in promoting these concepts to private landowners and municipalities.

e Christmas tree production is an environmentally sound and economically viable land
management alternative for NJ woodland owners and farmers. During FY 2008, one twilight
field meeting was conducted and proper shearing techniques were demonstrated to twenty
growers. Proper shearing is physiologically, aesthetically, and economically important.
With the average Christmas tree farm size of eight acres, this program potentially benefitted
more than 160 acres.

Rutgers University RREA contact: Dr. Mark C. Vodak, Extension Specialist, Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, 80 Nichol Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-2882; Telephone — 732.932.8993x14;
email — vodak@aesop.rutgers.edu.





