From the NIFA Communications Office

NIFA in the News — Week of October 10, 2011

Curious as to what happens to all the news releases you see in the NIFA newsroom?
Here’s the weekly summary of NIFA in the news for the week of October 10, 2011.

Did you know you can receive NIFA’s news releases via email? It’s the easiest way to
get the news as it happens. Sign up in our newsroom!

In the News

USDA Boosts Beginning Farmer Program (Wallaces Farm 10/7). This autumn is
shaping up to be a bountiful harvest of federal support for America's next generation
of family farmers and ranchers. USDA Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan on Sept.
30 announced the awarding of nearly $19 million in Beginning Farmer and Rancher
Development Program (BFRDP) grants to organizations that provide education,
training, technical assistance and outreach programs to help beginning farmers and
ranchers. Link

There's nothing sheepish about her interests (Nashoba Publishing 10/7). In the
United States, 4-H is a youth organization administered by the National Institute of
Food and Agriculture, an arm of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA.) The name
represents four personal development areas of focus: head, heart, hands and health.
There are 90,000 4-H clubs nationwide with over 6.5 members, ages 5 to 19. The first
animal Brianna raised for a 4-H project was a Shropshire sheep. She's been raising and
showing sheep ever since. Link

Aberdeen: Park ribbon cutting today (Aberdeen News 10/8). The ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the Webster Girl Scout Park will begin at 1 p.m. today at the old city
park in Webster. Girls Scout-Dakota Horizons was awarded one of 21 grants from
several organizations, such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative State
Research and Education and Extension Service. The grant provides girls in rural
communities the opportunity to use leadership and entrepreneurial skills to identify a
community need, create a plan and implement a sustainable take action project with
their community. Link

More workshops for beginning farmers (Chico Enterprise-Record 10/9). The
Northern California Regional Land Trust is also hosting a series of workshops for
beginning farmers and rancher, supported by the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture. The six workshops run monthly October through March. Link
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NCSU shares $4M biofuels grant (Triangle Business Journal 10/10). Researchers
at North Carolina State University will look at the best ways to get biofuels from the
forest, thanks to a $4 million grant. N.C. State is part of the Southeast Partnership for
Integrated Biomass Supply Systems, which is funded for five years with a $15 million
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and
Agriculture. Link

YNDC to receive grant to help community garden projects (WFMJ 10/10). The
United States Department of Agriculture, National Institute of Food and Agriculture,
People's Garden Grant Program has awarded a $70,000 grant to the Youngstown
Neighborhood Development Corporation. The grant is to provide microgrants for the
establishment of new community gardens to serve as community educational
resources to residents of municipalities in the Mahoning River Corridor. Link

YNDC Gets $70K Garden Grant (Youngstown Business Journal 10/11). The U.S.
Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture has awarded a
$70,000 grant from its People's Garden Grant Program to the Youngstown
Neighborhood Development Corp. to provide microgrants for the establishment of
new community gardens. Link

Our View: Young farmers harder to find (Mankato Free Press 10/11). Statistics
show it is becoming increasingly rare to find new, young adults choosing farming as a
way of life. It is also true that technology is making the small-time family farm less
viable. The National Institute of Food and Agriculture reports that it took 14 labor-
hours to produce 100 bushels of corn on 2 acres of land in 1945, whereas just 42 years
later that same amount was produced with three labor-hours on just over 1 acre. Link

Tom Vilsack: Food security is issue of national security (lowa State Daily 10/11).
Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture Tom Vilsack urged Monday
night the importance of the world producing enough food to feed its growing
population. "In recent months, lowa State received two major grant awards from the
USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture in two key areas of agriculture:
biofuel production and sustainability,” Hoffman said. "We appreciate USDA's and
Secretary Vilsack's strong support of these efforts.” Link

DuPont, 4-H announce rural Africa youth development initiative (Delta Farm
Press 10/12). DuPont and the National 4-H Council have announced a partnership to
strengthen youth development in rural African communities. DuPont’s commitment of
up to $2 million over the next two years will allow the global 4-H network to help
African youth create sustainable livelihoods and improve household and national food
security for people across the continent. Link

Two $40 Million Grants Fuel Collaborative, Renewable Energy Research in
Northwest (Renewable Energy World 10/12). Today, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's National Institute of Food and Agriculture announced major grants to the
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University of Washington and Washington State University; the two separate five-
year grants are $40 million each. The University of Idaho will partner in both grant
programs, which will allow the biofuels industry to expand into the Pacific Northwest.
Link

Cornell researchers target prevention of E. coli outbreaks (Star Gazette 10/12).
When Randy Worobo heard about an E. coli outbreak in Europe, he did not think
about what could be done, but rather how to prevent something like that from
happening in the first place. "You have Band-Aid solutions, but preventing food-borne
pathogens from ever entering the food supply is the best idea,” he said.
"Decontamination methods for seeds are not effective. Prevention is always better
than intervention™ So Worobo is working on just that. An associate professor of food
microbiology at Cornell University's Geneva campus, Worobo is in the third-year of a
four-year, $1.7 million grant from the USDA. Link

Help for beginning small farmers (Chico News and Review 10/13). Jamison Watts,
executive director of the Northern California Regional Land Trust (NCRLT), recently
announced the nonprofit’s upcoming series of six monthly workshops for beginning
farmers and ranchers. With support from the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture’s Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program, the newly
launched program begins on Oct. 25, with a workshop called “Money Matters: How
do you access it?”” Link

Dairy National Center of Excellence grants to vet schools (Dairy Herd 10/13). The
University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine, in collaboration with
veterinary schools at the University of lllinois, University of Georgia and Kansas
State University, has received a grant for $700,000 to develop and implement a
National Center of Excellence in Dairy Production Medicine Education for
Veterinarians. The funding was awarded through the USDA's National Institute of
Food and Agriculture to be shared by the four partnering Universities. Link
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