
 
 

NIFA in the News – Week of April 18, 2011 
  

Curious as to what happens to all the news releases you see in the NIFA newsroom? 

Here’s the weekly summary of NIFA in the news for the week of April 18, 2011. 

 

Did you know you can receive NIFA’s news releases via email? It’s the easiest way to 

get the news as it happens. Sign up in our newsroom! 

 

 

In the News 

 

UK Gets $985K Grant For Research On Bio-Based Fuels And Products (LEX 

Channel 18 4/14). The University of Kentucky received one of 42 research grants 

from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to spur production of bioenergy and 

biobased products for the purpose of developing sustainable regional systems and 

creating jobs. UK was awarded a grant for $985,147, the USDA announced in a news 

release Tuesday. Link 

 

MU scientists get $14 million cattle research grants (KRCG Channel 13 4/15). 
Mizzou researchers announced they received 2 federal grants worth more than $14 

million. Scientists will use the money to study food efficiency in cattle and the effects 

of Bovine Respiratory Disease. Director of The National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture at the USDA Roger Beachy said, ―They are going to look at 6,000 

different animals.  It’s not just the University animals, but the farmer’s and the 

producer’s who are part of the industry of cattle production.  They said you can 

sample from our herd, as well.‖ Link 

 

UNL gets cattle feed efficiency research grant (North Platte Bulletin 4/15). 

Animal scientists from several universities, including the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln, will collaborate on research aimed to improve beef cattle feed efficiency. 

"Currently, we have no highly effective tools to improve feed efficiency, which can 

lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions and demand for additional land to 

produce feed," said Jerry Taylor, Wurdack Chair in animal genomics in the University 

of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, and project director 

of a $5 million USDA grant to study feed efficiency in cattle. Link 

 

MU, Texas A&M receive grants for cattle research (Columbia Missourian 4/15). 

Research teams at MU and Texas A&M University received two agricultural grants 

Friday morning worth a total of $14.2 million. Jerry Taylor, chairman of animal 

genomics in the MU agriculture department, will be project director for a five-year, $5 
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million grant to study feed efficiency in cattle. James Womack, a professor of 

veterinary medicine at Texas A&M, will be the project director for a $9.2 million 

grant to study bovine respiratory disease. The two universities will work together on 

the grant projects, which they were selected for by the National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Link 

 

Cattle research wins $14 million from USDA (Columbia Daily Tribune – MO 

4/15). University of Missouri researchers are studying a way to determine at birth 

whether a calf has the right genetic makeup to best convert feed into muscle growth. 

The study is part of a project MU is working on with several other institutions. The 

group has received two grants totaling more than $14 million from the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, awards announced today at MU’s Beef Research and 

Teaching Farm south of Columbia. At MU, the work will primarily focus on cattle 

feeding, the most expensive part of the beef industry, said Jerry Taylor, an animal 

genomics professor in the College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources.  Link 

 

MU, Texas A&M snag $14 million grant for cattle research (The Maneater 4/16). 

MU and Texas A&M have been awarded two grants from the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture that total more than 14 million dollars.  The two schools will combine 

their efforts in researching food efficiency in cattle and Bovine Respiratory Disease. 

Link 

 

$2.6M UCD grant will fight deadliest disease in beef, dairy cattle (Daily 

Democrat 4/16). A UC Davis research team has been awarded $2.6 million by the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture to carry out research aimed at reducing the incidence 

of bovine respiratory disease, or pneumonia, which is the leading cause of death in 

beef and dairy cattle. The funding comes as part of a 5-year, $9.2 million USDA 

Coordinated Agricultural Project, which involves collaborators at UC Davis, Texas 

A&M University, Washington State University, University of Missouri, Colorado 

State University and New Mexico State University. The project is led by James 

Womack, the W.P. Luse endowed and distinguished professor at Texas A&M. Link 

 

Grant targets feed efficiency in beef cattle (Southeast Farm Press 4/18). The 

sustainability of the beef industry continues to be a real issue in agriculture today. 

Will the industry be able to survive high feed and land prices? A $5 million USDA-

NIFA Agriculture and Food Research Initiative grant has been awarded to a multi-

disciplinary group of researchers from eight institutions to develop DNA-based 

technology to predict genetic merit for feed efficiency. Link 

 

UC Davis team gets $2.6M for bovine disease research (Sacramento Business 

Journal 4/18). A team of University of California Davis researchers has been 

awarded a $2.6 million grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to study 

reducing incidents of bovine respiratory disease, according to a Friday statement from 

the university. The grant is part of a $9.2 million USDA Coordinated Agricultural 

Project, which involves partners at UC Davis, Texas A&M University, Washington 

State University, University of Missouri, Colorado State University and New Mexico 
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State University. Link 

 

UCD gets $2.6 million grant to fight bovine respiratory disease (Modesto Bee 

4/18).  UC Davis researchers were awarded a $2.6 million grant by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture to help stave off deadly pneumonia in beef and dairy cattle, 

university officials announced Monday. The UC Davis team, headed by animal 

genomics specialist Alison Van Eenennaam, won the funding as part of a five-year, 

$9.2 million USDA project to reduce the incidence of pneumonia in cattle. UC Davis 

will join researchers at Texas A&M, Washington State, Colorado State and New 

Mexico State universities and the University of Missouri in the project. Link 

 

USDA Awards Grants to Improve Cattle Production and Health (Ag 

Professional 4/18). Roger Beachy, director of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), Friday, announced two grant 

awards to the University of Missouri and Texas A&M University to support research, 

education and outreach on cattle production to increase global food security. Link 

 

Adventure camping offered to military family teens (Bangor Daily News 4/18). 

Whether it’s kayaking down a river, backpacking through the forest or high-

adventure-style racing, military family teens with a thirst for adventure will have a 

greater number of options this summer thanks to an expanded federal summer camps 

program run by the country’s university cooperative extension system. The U.S. 

Department of Defense, U.S. Department of Agriculture, the University of Maine 

Cooperative Extension and extension offices at 11 other land-grant universities have 

teamed up to offer military teens low-cost, high-adventure camps at 50 locations, 

including one in Alaska and two in Europe, as well as in Maine. Link 

 

Missouri, Texas A&M receive $14 million research grants (Dairy Herd Network 

4/18). The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture has awarded two major grants totaling more than $14 million to 

researchers at the University of Missouri and Texas A&M University for conducting 

research on Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) and feed efficiency. These issues are 

of vital economic significance to the cattle industry and are priority areas for 

improving cattle health and production. Link 

 

$5 Million USDA-NIFA Grant Targets Feed Efficiency in Beef Cattle (Grannet 

4/19). The sustainability of the beef industry continues to be a real issue in agriculture 

today. Will the industry be able to survive high feed and land prices? A $5 million 

USDA-NIFA Agriculture and Food Research Initiative grant has been awarded to a 

multi-disciplinary group of researchers from eight institutions to develop DNA-based 

technology to predict genetic merit for feed efficiency. Link 

 

USDA identifies opportunities for regional producers (Western Farm Press 4/20). 
USDA released the results of a nationwide analysis of food hubs and provided 

highlights of how Michigan can tap into USDA's 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your 

Food' initiative. This latest research on food hubs was released at Making Good Food 
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Work, a conference in Detroit, Mich., sponsored by the CS Mott Group for 

Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State University, University of Wisconsin 

Extension, the Wallace Center at Winrock International, Detroit's Eastern Market, the 

Food Systems Economic Partnership and the Detroit Food Policy Council. Additional 

support was provided by USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service and the National 

Institute of Food and Agriculture. Link 

 

USDA-UH research aims to rein in child obesity (Honolulu Star-Advertiser 4/20). 

Op-Ed: This year, USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) has 

committed more than $80 million to childhood obesity prevention projects across the 

United States to research behavior, eating habits and intervention practices. And we 

are proud that USDA is supporting the work being done at the University of Hawaii. 

NIFA awarded $25 million to the university as the lead institution to decrease 

childhood obesity in communities in Hawaii, Alaska and the U.S. Pacific. Link 

 

MSU awarded grants for being green (The East Lansing State News 4/20). The 

deputy secretary for the Department of Agriculture visited campus Wednesday 

morning to honor MSU for being one of the greenest of the green research institutions 

in the country. MSU was one of 28 schools to receive grant money from the National 

Institute for Food Agriculture and one of four schools — along with the University of 

Minnesota, Pennsylvania State University and South Dakota State University — to 

receive three grants. Link 

 

MSU receives $2.9M in federal grants for biofuel research (Lansing State 

Journal-MI 4/20) Michigan State University has received $2.9 million in federal 

grants for bio-based energy research. The U.S. Department of Agriculture awarded 

five-year grants for three projects focusing on various aspects of producing biofuels, 

which use renewable plant materials instead of petroleum. "Americans who are now 

going to the gasoline pumps and dealing with sticker shock know that we need to find 

other ways of doing things in this country," said Kathleen Merrigan, U.S. Deputy 

Secretary of Agriculture. Link  

 

Feds spending $25 million to prevent obesity in rural Alaska, Pacific (Fairbanks 

Daily News Miner 4/20). The federal government is awarding researchers $25 

million to study how to prevent obesity in native populations living in remote Pacific 

islands and isolated parts of Hawaii and Alaska. A five-year U.S. Department of 

Agriculture grant will fund the research to be headed by the University of Hawaii. 

Scholars and communities in Alaska, American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Micronesia 

and the Northern Mariana Islands are due to participate. Link 

 

Feds spending $25M to prevent obesity in Pacific (Connecticut Post 4/21). 
Researchers from Hawaii to Samoa to Alaska are receiving $25 million to study how 

to prevent obesity in native populations living in remote parts of the Pacific, the 

federal government said Wednesday. The five-year U.S. Department of Agriculture 

grant will fund studies on what types of environmental factors are contributing to 

obesity in children. Roger Beachy, the director of the National Institute for Food and 
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Agriculture, which is administering the grant, said President Barack Obama, 

Congress, school systems and the public have all shown a strong interest in reducing 

childhood obesity. Link 

 

Best In Teaching Ag (Kansas Farmer 4/21). Theresa Farris, a kindergarten teacher 

at Service Valley Charter Academy in Oswego, was recently named one of five 

recipients of the "Excellence in Teaching about Agriculture" national award. The 

award program honors outstanding teachers who bring innovation and practical 

teaching about agriculture into the classroom. It is co-sponsored by the Agriculture in 

the Classroom Program of the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture and 

the National Agriculture in the Classroom Consortium. Link 

 

$25M grant will help child health (Honolulu Star Advertiser 4/21). A $24.8 

million federal grant has been awarded to the University of Hawaii at Manoa to try to 

get children in the Pacific to eat healthier and become more active. A $24.8 million 

federal grant has been awarded to the University of Hawaii at Manoa to try to get 

children in the Pacific to eat healthier and become more active. Research will include 

factors that affect a child's health, from psychology to parenting skills as well as social 

and environmental influences, according to Roger Beachy, director of the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture's National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Link 

 

NMC, UoG take part in Pacific-wide project to help prevent kids' obesity (Saipan 

Tribune 4/22). Scientists from the Northern Marianas College and the University of 

Guam will be joining a team of experts across the Pacific that will develop obesity 

prevention strategies among native populations in the region. The project will be 

funded by a $25-million grant the U.S. Department of Agriculture awarded yesterday 

to the University of Hawaii as part of the USDA's commitment to meet the rising 

challenge of obesity in the United States, especially in American youth. Link 
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