Partners #18- Our Children
Hero Packs 
Dona Leonhard, the Ohio State University

Good Evening. How are you guys? 
Group 
Good. 
Dona Leonhard

Well, I’m really glad that you guys came to this 4-H activity.  We’re going to make Hero Packs tonight.
Narrator
Here, at the Knox County 4-H Center in Central Ohio, local youth are hard at work. They are making Hero Packs – ‘care packages’ for children of military parents who are currently deployed overseas.  
Theresa Ferrari – the Ohio State University
4-H has been working with the military youth for awhile now, but it’s been focused more on the active duty installations.  … with the advent of the global war on terrorism and the deployment of National Guard & Reserve members, that’s really changed of what we’re doing. 
The thing that strikes me most is the urgency of it-the immediacy of it. It’s now.  It’s something that we have to act on quickly.  It’s not always convenient, but neither is deployment. 

Narrator
Tonight, the group is busy trying to meet the next day’s delivery deadline.  

Bags are being sown.  Hero Letters are drafted expressing gratitude to the kids of deployed parents.  And, the group also does some role playing.
Dona Leonard

This is our community right here.  
Narrator
This simulation shows the 4-H members how a community is affected when its adult members leave for military duty. Each player is given a profession, and one-by-one, told to leave the circle.  This symbolizes their deployment.  Those left need to maintain the balance of the yellow balls, which represent the military children.  The exercise helps these civilian kids understand the sacrifice of armed forces families.
Theresa Ferrari 

Hero Packs is just one part of Operation Military Kids. It’s an important part, but once we identify the military youth, we’re able to find other ways to reach   them. 
Sharon Wright - CSREES
Operation Military Kids is a collaborative effort of Army Child and Youth services and National 4-H headquarters to supply support for children of Reserves and National Guard soldiers who have been deployed.
Narrator
The program is national in scope, but it does much more than just Hero Packs.  It trains state leaders on how to conduct OMK activities. It features Speak Out Military Kids – public speaking experiences for youth. And it offers mobile tech labs that give military kids media tools to communicate with their deployed parents. 
Sharon Wright 

We were trying to think of a way that would be a positive way to recognize them and say ‘thank you’. And the Hero Pack idea just grew out of that.

Narrator
Back in Ohio, OMK coordinator Dona Leonhard leads the group through the Hero Packs assembly line.
Dona Leonhard 

The items are going to help stay in contact with their parents.  So we have stationary.  We have a journal, ink pens, envelopes.  We have refrigerator magnets as well as a teddy bear.

Narrator
It takes a lot of hands to complete the task.  Once the Hero Packs are full, they are loaded into boxes for delivery the next day.  The 4-Hers met their deadline.
Dona Leonhard 
The Hershey family has a parent deployed.  The father is currently in Iraq.  He’s a member of the National Guard, and he is in the 16th Engineers group. 

Narrator
The family lives at this farm house outside Bucyrus, Ohio.  Today, Leanne Hershey and her five children are first on the delivery list. 
4-H member 

Hey Leanna, We got the Hero Packs for the kids.

Leanna Hersey

-Oh, great. Come on in! 

Narrator
The two younger Hershey children get their gifts first.  The Teddy Bear looks like it has found a new home.  Then the three other sisters get their Hero Packs.  The toys seem to be a big hit.  But Paige, the second oldest, also appreciates the hand-written letter.
Paige Hershey 

Dear Hero.  Thanks so much for being part of the service to our country…
Leanna Hershey 

I have a little book that I carry in my purse (laughs) because I have to, they are all active and everything, you know. We have track. We have volleyball. We have baseball. We have gymnastics. All of them are in 4-H .
We have one that has nightmares, but other than that, they are pretty well adjusted.  He’s security for a general.  I’m not really sure. He’s – I don’t know where he even is ‘cause he’s not allowed to tell us where he is and what he’s doing.  That’s sometimes is hard.  Right now, I haven’t heard from him in over a week so that’s hard. That’s hard.

Theresa Ferrari 

Operation Military Kids funding has made it possible.  It really got us off to a quick start.   The urgency of the issue is that we really don’t have the time to marshall all the resources.  So it’s provided us that right away.  The thing that we try to work on is trying to find some positive meaning in a negative situation as a way to help them cope.
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