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Non-Discrimination Statement
https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

• In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs, are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

• Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

• To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a 
Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested 
in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax (202) 690-7442; 
or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

• USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement


Meeting Logistics
• This webinar is being recorded
• Call 1-888-799-0125, Option 2 if you need Zoom support
• Use the Zoom Q&A Box for questions or comments
• Check out https://nifa.usda.gov/program/nifa-nutrition-security-

webinar-series in a few weeks for today’s recording, slides, along 
with a new LRFS topic page and fact sheet 



USDA Actions on Advancing Food & Nutrition Security 

Nutrition security means having consistent and equitable 
access to healthy, safe, affordable foods essential to optimal 
health and well-being.

https://www.usda.gov/nutrition-security



NIFA Food and Nutrition Security Team
Institute of Food Production & Sustainability (IFPS) 

Catherine Bohnert
Robert Godfrey (Co-Team Lead)  
Danielle Farley
Rebekah Hanson  
Vijay Nandula
Jesse Ostrander
Vance Owens  
Desiree Rucker
Jessica Shade
Tim Sullivan
Charlotte Tuttle (Market Opportunities Team Liaison)
Angelica Van Goor  

Institute of Bioenergy, Climate & Environment (IBCE)
Toby Ahrens
Daniel Cassidy
Amy Ganguli
Victoria Finkenstadt
Margaret (Meg) Johnston
Kevin Kephart (Climate Team Sponsor)
Sandeep Kumar 
Rachel Melnick (Climate Team Liaison)
Eric Norland (Climate Team Liaison)
Andrea Thompson
Adam Wilke

Office of Grants & Financial Management 
Jenifer Denison
Elizabeth Kerling

Institute of Food Safety & Nutrition (IFSN) 
Hongda Chen
Carinthia Cherry                                                                                                             
Helen Chipman                                                                                                  
Sheila Fleischhacker (Co-Team Lead)
Colin Edwards 
Shannon Horrillo
Junia Jean-Gilles Beaubrun
Kristopher Grimes
Lydia Kaume                                                                                                               
Mallory Koenings                                                                                   
Ryan Kornegay
Yamilis Ocasio                                                                                    
Suzanne Stluka (Team Sponsor & DEIA Liaison)        
Jodi Williams                                                                              
Shoushan Zeng (Workforce Development Team Liaison)

Office of Communications 
Matthew Browning
Rachel Dotson
Lori Tyler Gula
Faith Peppers
Michael Quizon
LaRachelle Samuel-Smith
Kelly Sprute
Andy Thigpen

Office of the Director
Manjit Misra
Dionne Toombs
Drenda Williams
Michelle Samuel-Foo
Brent Elrod
Joshua Stull
Gary Mayo
Lelan Dixon

Office of Administrative Operations 
 Neerja Tyagi

Institute of Youth, Family & Community (IYFC) 
Kendyl Barney
Keesha Corbin (Climate Team Liaison)  
Amber Gellert
Christopher Green 
Cassandra Huey (Executive Coordinator)                                                          
Crystal Kyle                                                            
Irma Lawrence    
Brenda Martin
Rizana Mahroof
Ashley Mueller                                        
Christopher Petty (4-H Liaison)                                                    
Erin Riley        
Sarah Rocker (Market Opportunities Team Liaison)
Jeff Sallee (4-H Liaison)    
Michelle Schelske-Santos                                                       
Maurice Smith                                                           
Ara Staab 
Jessica Turner
Bonita Williams
Janyce Woodard

Office of Planning, Accountability & Reporting
Emma Moran 
Stephanie Morriss (IFSN Data Liaison)

Office of Budget
Amber Campbell (IFSN Budget Analyst Liaison)



6

USDA ASCEND for Better Health Advisory Council Panelists  

Suzanne Stluka, PhD, RDN
Deputy Director, NIFA IFSN                          

Mike Grusak, PhD
Senior Advisor for Precision 
Nutrition, REE                  

Joanne Guthrie, PhD, RDN, 
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A new USDA initiative to address diet-related chronic diseases

A Virtual Center to accelerate 
research on diet-related 

chronic diseases, including 
cancer, with an aim to 
translate research into 

impactful solutions that 
improve public health and 

well-being, especially among 
underserved populations.

www.nutrition.gov/topics/ascend-better-health



Challenges and 
opportunities around 

food and nutrition 

Diet-related chronic 
diseases



The White House Cancer Moonshot – Ending Cancer as We Know It

An effort to bring together the 
federal government, health care 
providers, researchers, patients, 

and the private and public sectors 
to prevent more than 4 million 
cancer deaths by 2047 and to 

improve the experience of people 
who are touched by cancer.



The White House Cancer Moonshot – Ending Cancer as We Know I t

Five Priority Actions
• Expand Access to Cancer Screenings
• Understand and Prevent Toxic and 

Environmental Exposures
• Prevent More Cancers Before They Start
• Drive New Innovation and Deliver the 

Latest Progress
• Support and Centers for Patients & 

Caregivers

30% of all cancers are diet-
related and are preventable 
through healthy eating and 

lifestyle changes

For those challenged with 
cancer, the incidence of 

malnutrition is high



The Harmful Effects of Poor Nutrition

Diet-related chronic 
diseases



A new USDA initiative to address diet-related chronic diseases 

A Virtual Center focused on 
Precision Nutrition for 

underserved populations who are 
often at higher risk for food and 

nutrition insecurity and diet-
related chronic diseases



Federal partnerships outside of USDA REE will be critical to the success of ASCEND

Food and Nutrition Service
Health and Human Services
National Institutes of Health

Department of Defense
Indian Health Service



Precision Nutrition Takes a Specific Population Approach

Precision nutrition is an emerging 
field that seeks to better tailor 
dietary recommendations and 

nutritional guidelines to different 
people’s characteristics and 
circumstances in a way that 

improves health. 



Precision Nutrition Research Will Help Refine Future Dietary Guidance



Community Listening Sessions – Perceived Challenges and Opportunities to Healthy Eating

Summary Report



Community Listening Sessions – Perceived Challenges and Opportunities to Healthy Eating 

Challenges
• Cost
• Knowledge
• Initiative
• Accessibility/Availability
• Social Environment

Summary Report

…to Healthy Eating

Opportunities
• Personal Wellness
• Education
• Motivation
• Accessibility/Availability
• Support System

www.nutrition.gov/topics/ascend-better-health



This will be the first of several 
Nutrition Hubs that will help to 

deliver healthy food messages and 
facilitate needed research to fill 
knowledge gaps in health and 

nutrition in underserved 
populations.

Our first Nutrition Hub was announced in September 2023 - @ Southern University



Southern University Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center's

ASCEND PILOT NUTRITION HUB



w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r

 African Americans (AAs) remain the least healthy 
ethnic group in the USA.  

 Diet is a key contributor to disparities in many chronic 
diseases and conditions. 

 AA communities have trusted 1890 institutions for 
more than a century.

 Therefore, 1890 institutions can play important roles 
in assisting AAs to combat diet-related disparities 
especially obesity and its related chronic diseases. 



w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r

RESEARCH
To enhance the research 

capacity at 1890 institutions 
focusing on food intake and 

nutritional/health outcomes. 

TEACHING
To strengthen and advance innovative 

food and nutrition educational and 
instructional strategies for students at 

1890 institutions.

EXTENSION
To provide training and education to 

underrepresented communities through 
multi-state food and innovative 

nutrition outreach programs.



w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r

 



The 1st Ever
USDA Pilot ASCEND Nutrition Hub

The Nutrition Hub will integrate and coordinate the collective work of REE agencies to improve food and 
nutrition security and reduce the burden of diet-related chronic diseases, especially in underserved, at-risk 
communities. 

Four main goals are proposed: 

1) Build current and future workforce capacity for trans-disciplinary approaches between Research and Extension; 

2)  Develop collaborations and partnerships with organizations that serve the African American communities to better
understand the real-world opportunities and challenges around food, nutrition, and diet-related health disparities;

3)  Develop and disseminate science-based nutrition information and connect communities with food and nutrition  
       security and economic vitality programs;

4)  Foster research and training opportunities in human nutrition research, particularly in underserved and 
       underrepresented communities.



w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r

  



w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r

   



 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  A B O U T  P I LO T  N U T R I T I O N  H U B  C O N TA C T:

Dr. De'Shoin A. York at deshoin_york@suagcenter.com

Dr. Renita Marshall at renita_marshall@suagcenter.com

Dr.  Jose Toledo at jose_toledo@suagcenter.com

w w w . s u a g c e n t e r . c o m@ s u a g c e n t e r



Upcoming Events
• NIFA Events Calendar for upcoming deadlines, meetings and 

webinars: nifa.usda.gov/events

• Upcoming Request for Applications (RFA) release calendar: 
nifa.usda.gov/upcoming-rfa-calendar

• Current NIFA Funding Opportunities - AFRI RFA:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/FY23-AFRI-FAS-RFA-508_0.pdf
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https://nifa.usda.gov/events
https://nifa.usda.gov/upcoming-rfa-calendar
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/FY23-AFRI-FAS-RFA-508_0.pdf


Grant Resources
• Funding Opportunities: nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities

• Competitive Grants Flowchart: nifa.usda.gov/competitive-grants

• NIFA Grant Resources: nifa.usda.gov/grant-training

• NIFA Policy Guide: nifa.usda.gov/policy-guide

• Indirect Costs: nifa.usda.gov/indirect-costs

• A Guide for Preparation and Submission of NIFA Applications via Grants.gov: 
apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/PKG00249520-instructions.pdf

• Information on Awarded Grants: cris.nifa.usda.gov
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https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities
https://nifa.usda.gov/competitive-grants?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-training
https://nifa.usda.gov/policy-guide
https://nifa.usda.gov/indirect-costs
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/PKG00249520-instructions.pdf
https://cris.nifa.usda.gov/Welcome.html

	NIFA Food and Nutrition Security Webinar Series�An Overview of USDA’s ASCEND for Better Health Nutrition Hub at Southern University �Tuesday, February 27th, 2024
	Non-Discrimination Statement
	Meeting Logistics
	USDA Actions on Advancing Food & Nutrition Security 
	NIFA Food and Nutrition Security Team
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	A new USDA initiative to address diet-related chronic diseases
	Challenges and opportunities around food and nutrition 
	The White House Cancer Moonshot – Ending Cancer as We Know It
	The White House Cancer Moonshot – Ending Cancer as We Know I t
	The Harmful Effects of Poor Nutrition
	A new USDA initiative to address diet-related chronic diseases 
	Federal partnerships outside of USDA REE will be critical to the success of ASCEND
	Precision Nutrition Takes a Specific Population Approach
	Precision Nutrition Research Will Help Refine Future Dietary Guidance
	Community Listening Sessions – Perceived Challenges and Opportunities to Healthy Eating
	Community Listening Sessions – Perceived Challenges and Opportunities to Healthy Eating 
	Our first Nutrition Hub was announced in September 2023 - @ Southern University
	Southern University Agricultural Research and Extension Center's ASCEND PILOT NUTRITION HUB
	Introduction
	Goals
	Nutrition Hub
	 The 1st EverUSDA Pilot ASCEND Nutrition Hub
	Nutrition Hub 
	Nutrition Hub  
	Thank You!
	Upcoming Events
	Grant Resources



