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Non-Discrimination Statement
https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

• In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs, are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

• Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

• To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a 
Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested 
in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax (202) 690-7442; 
or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

• USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement


Meeting Logistics
• This webinar is being recorded
• Call 1-888-799-0125, Option 2 if you need Zoom support
• Use the Zoom Q&A Box for questions or comments
• Check out https://nifa.usda.gov/program/nifa-nutrition-security-

webinar-series in a few weeks for today’s recording, slides, along 
with a new LRFS topic page and fact sheet 



USDA Actions on Advancing Food & Nutrition Security 

Nutrition security means having consistent and equitable 
access to healthy, safe, affordable foods essential to optimal 
health and well-being.

https://www.usda.gov/nutrition-security
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NIFA’s Cross Priority Approach

• Address knowledge gaps & opportunities
• Spur innovation & accelerating change
• Empower individuals and communities
• Support synergies across diverse priorities 

Climate Change Nutrition Security

Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion & 

Accessibility (DEIA)

Market Opportunities 
Workforce Development
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Relevant AFRI Foundational Programs

A1102 Foundational Knowledge of Agricultural Production A1401 Soil Health

A1112 Pests and Beneficials in Agricultural Production A1402 Agricultural Microbiomes in Plant Systems and Natural 
Resources

A1113 Pollinator Health: Research and Applications A1411 Water Quantity and Quality

A1181 Agricultural Biosecurity A1414 Sustainable Bioeconomy through Biobased Products

A1141 Plant Breeding for Agricultural Production A1451 Sustainable Agroecosystems

A1143 Conventional Plant Breeding for Cultivar Development A1461 Environmental Justice

A1152 Physiology of Agricultural Plants A1511 Nanotechnology for Agricultural and Food Systems

A1201 Animal Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics A1541 Data Science for Food and Agricultural Systems

A1211 Animal Reproduction A1601 Small and Medium-Sized Farms

A1221 Diseases of Agricultural Animals A1642 Social Implications of Food and Agricultural Technologies

A1251 Welfare of Agricultural Animals A1651 Environmental and Natural Resource Economics

A1261 Inter-Disciplinary Engagement in Animal Systems A1701 Critical Agricultural Research and Extension

A1332 Food Safety and Defense A1712 Rapid Response to Extreme Weather Events

A1364 Novel Foods Innovation and Manufacturing Technologies A1721 Extension, Education & USDA Climate Hubs Partnership

A1344 Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases A1741 Center for Research, Behavioral Economics, and Extension 
on Food Loss & Waste
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Kevin Kephart, PhD
Deputy Director
Institute of Bioenergy, Climate 
and Environment
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USDA’sApproach to addressing climate change
• USDA Climate Priorities
• Climate-Smart Agriculture

• Leverage Existing Programs
• New Partnerships Program

• Climate-Smart Forestry
• Quantification and Metrics
• Adaptation and Resilience
• Build a Climate-Informed Workforce
• Research and Development
• Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency for Rural 

America
• Equity and Environmental Justice
• International Cooperation

• USDA Climate Principles:
• Comprehensive
• Voluntary and Incentive-Based
• Equitable
• Accessible
• Cost-Effective
• Leverage Public-Private
• Partnership

• Support Rural Jobs and 
Economies



NIFA’s Agency Wide Priority Team Approach

• Address knowledge gaps & opportunities

• Spur innovation & accelerating change
• Empower individuals and communities

• Support synergies across diverse priorities 

Climate Change Nutrition Security

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Accessibility (DEIA)

Market Opportunities Workforce Development
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Climate Change

Nutrition Security Economic Recovery

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Accessibility



Funding for Climate 
at USDA NIFA
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*Does not include Extension Funding
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Competitive Programs that Fund Climate-Related 
Research and Extension:

- Climate-Smart Agriculture &  Forestry
- GHG Mitigation
- Bioeconomy
- Environmental Justice
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AFRI Foundational Programs that 
Fund Climate-Related Projects

A1102 Foundational Knowledge of Agricultural Production A1401 Soil Health

A1112 Pests and Beneficials in Agricultural Production A1402 Agricultural Microbiomes in Plant Systems and Natural 
Resources

A1113 Pollinator Health: Research and Applications A1411 Water Quantity and Quality

A1181 Agricultural Biosecurity A1414 Sustainable Bioeconomy through Biobased Products

A1141 Plant Breeding for Agricultural Production A1451 Sustainable Agroecosystems

A1143 Conventional Plant Breeding for Cultivar Development A1461 Environmental Justice

A1152 Physiology of Agricultural Plants A1511 Nanotechnology for Agricultural and Food Systems

A1201 Animal Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics A1541 Data Science for Food and Agricultural Systems

A1211 Animal Reproduction A1601 Small and Medium-Sized Farms

A1221 Diseases of Agricultural Animals A1642 Social Implications of Food and Agricultural Technologies

A1251 Welfare of Agricultural Animals A1651 Environmental and Natural Resource Economics

A1261 Inter-Disciplinary Engagement in Animal Systems A1701 Critical Agricultural Research and Extension

A1332 Food Safety and Defense A1712 Rapid Response to Extreme Weather Events

A1364 Novel Foods Innovation and Manufacturing Technologies A1721 Extension, Education & USDA Climate Hubs Partnership

A1344 Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases A1741 Center for Research, Behavioral Economics, and Extension 
on Food Loss & Waste
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Selected Competitive Non-AFRI Programs that
Fund Climate-Related Projects

1890 Capacity Building Grants Program Hispanic-Serving Institutions Education Grants Program

Bioproduct Pilot Program Grants for Insular Areas

Agriculture in the K-12 Classroom National Needs Graduate and Postgraduate Fellowship Grants Program

Alaska Native-Serving and Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions Education 
Competitive Grants Program

New Technologies for Ag Extension

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Research Institutes Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program Organic Transitions

Capacity Building Grants for Non-Land-Grant Colleges of Agriculture 
Program

Renewable Resources Extension Act - National Focus Fund Projects

Community Food Project Regional Rural Development Centers

Crop Protection and Pest Management Small Business Innovation Research and Small Business Technology Transfer

Alfalfa and Forage Program Smith-Lever Special Needs Competitive Grants Program

Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP) Specialty Crop Research Initiative

Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative Extension Disaster Education 
Network

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Regional Host 
Institution

Food Safety Outreach Program Sun Grant

From Learning to Leading: Cultivating the Next Generation of Diverse 
Food and Agriculture Professionals (NextGen)

Tribal Colleges Extension Program

Higher Education Multicultural Scholars Program Tribal Colleges Research Grants Program
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https://doi.org/10.25675/10217/237190
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Justice40 INITIATIVE

Whole-of-government approach to advancing 
environmental justice created by: 

EO 14008 Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home 
and Abroad

EO 13985
Advancing Racial Equity and Support 
for Underserved Communities through 
the Fed. Government

GOAL: 40% of the overall benefits of federal investments from 
covered programs should flow to disadvantaged communities. 



EQUITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN USDA 
STRATEGIC PLAN

• 60+ programs across USDA identified for Justice40
• Cross-cutting priority: advancing racial justice, equity and opportunity
• Environmental justice reflected broadly across three goals

GOAL 1 Combat climate change to support working lands, 
natural resources and communities

GOAL 3 Foster an equitable and competitive marketplace for 
all producers 

GOAL 5 Expand economic opportunities and improve quality 
of life in rural and Tribal communities



COVERED PRIORITY AREAS AND NIFA PROGRAMS 

COVERED PRIORITY AREAS 

• climate change 

• clean energy and energy efficiency 

• clean transportation 

• affordable and sustainable housing 

• training and workforce development (related 
to topics of other covered programs) 

• remediation and reduction of legacy pollution 

• critical clean water and waste infrastructure 

COVERED NIFA PROGRAMS

• Bioproduct Pilot Program authorized 
through the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act

• Fourteen programs on workforce 
development, climate change research, and 
Extension delivered through minority 
serving institutions



EO 14096 - Revital iz ing Our Nation's  Commitment to 
Environmental  Just ice for  Al l   

“Environmental justice” means the just treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people, regardless of income, race, color, national origin, 
Tribal affiliation, or disability, in agency decision-making and other Federal 
activities that affect human health and the environment so that people:

(i) are fully protected from disproportionate and adverse human health and 
environmental effects (including risks) and hazards, including those related to 
climate change, the cumulative impacts of environmental and other burdens, and 
the legacy of racism or other structural or systemic barriers; and

(ii) have equitable access to a healthy, sustainable, and resilient environment in 
which to live, play, work, learn, grow, worship, and engage in cultural and 
subsistence practices.
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NIFA Investments in Environmental Justice

23 active projects
Funded through:

32



Environmental Justice and NIFA
• Identifying and enhancing collaboration and engagement with 

underserved communities and groups inside and outside 
government.

• Research and Extension to illuminate identifying, analyzing, and 
addressing historical inequities, systemic barriers, or actions 
related to any federal regulation, policy, or practice.

• Consider ways to ensure that recipients of federal funds advance EJ 
such as creating performance metrics, dedicating resources, and 
professional development.
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Environmental Justice and NIFA
• Identify and address gaps in science, data, research, and Extension 

and provide recommendations on the development and use of 
science, data, and research to support EJ policy.

• Participatory science
• Data collection related to EJ
• Improving public accessibility of research and information
• Disaggregating environmental risk, exposure, and health by race, national 

origin, income, etc..
• Analyzing cumulative impacts
• Collaborating with Tribal nations to collect and analyze data related to 

subsistence and cultural practices
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Environmental Justice (A1461) RFA Page # 64

• Program Area Priorities:
• Advance understanding of environmental and climate justice impact 

metrics that may be translated across geographic regions as well as food 
and agricultural systems

• Increase understanding of community-level climate resilience thresholds
• Required to meaningfully incorporate participation of communities with 

environmental justice concerns at all stages of project development and 
execution

• One project will be funded under this program area priority that focuses 
on advancing youth voice in environmental justice in relation to 
nutrition security and human health
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Environmental Justice (A1461) RFA Page # 64

• RFA is available online at: 
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/FY24-AFRI-FAS-RFA-
P_0.pdf

• Application Deadline: 5 p.m. September 12, 2024
• Submitted through Grants.gov
• Conference grant Letters of Intent accepted ongoing minimum 195 days before the 

conference begins
• Grant Type: Integrated (Research and Extension) Only
• Maximum Award Amount: $1,000,000 (Standard Grants), $50,000 

(Conference/Equipment)
• Grant Duration: 36-48 Months (Standard)

36
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Suzanne Stluka, PhD, RDN
Deputy Director
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Nutrition 
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Exploring Linkages 
Between Soil Health and Human Health

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/exploring-
linkages-between-soil-health-and-human-health



Federal 
Interagency 
Collaboration to 
Reduce Food Loss 
and Waste (FLW)



The four main objectives in the draft 
National Strategy are:

1. Prevent the loss of food where 
possible.

2. Prevent the waste of food where 
possible.

3. Increase the recycling rate for all 
organic waste.

4. Support policies that incentivize and 
encourage food loss and waste 
prevention and organics recycling.



CENTER FOR RESEARCH, BEHAVIORAL ECONOMICS, AND 
EXTENSION ON FOOD LOSS & WASTE 
COMING SOON!

• The Center must examine or support research and 
Extension efforts that address two or more Food, 
Loss, and Waste (FLW) issues. 

• Develop a National Extension FLW Strategy, that is 
in alignment with other national FLW strategies, 
and Extension Frameworks.

• Engage with Minority Serving Institutions and/or 
historically underserved communities.



   

Lydia Kaume, PhD, RDN

National Program Leader, 
Institute of Food Safety and Nutrition

Ashley Mueller, PhD

National Program Leader, 
Institute of Youth, Family, and 
Community

Amy Ganguli, PhD,

National Program Leader, 
Institute of Bioenergy, Climate, and 
Environment 

Victoria Finkenstadt, PhD

National Program Leader,
Institute of Bioenergy, Climate, and 
Environment
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NIFA’s Approach to Prioritizing Interrelated 
Agricultural Challenges

Nutrition 
Security

Intentional
Cross-cutting
Intersectional

Climate 
Change

Lydia
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Nutrition Security X Climate Change 
Priority Area Accomplishments

A9201 Sustainable 
Agricultural Systems:
39 funded projects

A1721 USDA Climate Hubs: 
14 funded projects

A1712/Rapid Response:
21 projects funded

384.5M

19.6M

5.8M

• Existing priority areas edited to promote 
nutrition security and climate change 
intersectional work

• Two new priority areas were created to 
advance partnerships with the USDA 
Climate Hubs and support rapid response 
to extreme weather

• ~$410M awarded supporting 74 projects
Lydia



Sustainable Agricultural Systems (A9201)
This priority area seeks 
applications that:

Use transdisciplinary approaches to promote 
blending of science, technology and societal 
considerations

Use systems approaches that significantly 
improve the local and regional supply of 
climate-smart food and other agricultural 
products while fostering economic revitalization

Fully integrate research, extension, and 
education activities

Applications must address one or more 
of the following broad topic areas:

Food and Nutrition Security

Strengthening the Bioeconomy

Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry

Amy



Building resilience to shocks and disruptions: 
Creating sustainable and equitable local and 
regional food systems in the US Midwest region and 
beyond

Project Highlight: Sustainable Agricultural Systems

Project designed to build local and regional food systems that 
are resilient to "shocks" such as, climate change, food borne 
pathogens, and pandemics.

Expected Outcomes:
• Fundamental knowledge on how to build more resilient local 

and regional food systems
• Stakeholders empowered to mitigate and adapt to "shocks"
• New and diverse workforce that supports agri-food resilience

Link to Project Description

Brent Ross
Michigan State University

April 1, 2023
$10,000,000

Amy

https://portal.nifa.usda.gov/web/crisprojectpages/1029843-building-resilience-to-shocks-and-disruptions-creating-sustainable-and-equitable-local-and-regional-food-systems-in-the-us-midwest-region-and-beyond.html


Climate Hub Partnership Program (A1721)
This priority area seeks 
applications that:

Provide effective, translatable and
scalable approaches to address climate 
change

Regional partnerships including 
the USDA Climate Hubs and Extension 
(e.g., the Cooperative Extension Service)

Address the effects of climate on nutrition
security and components of nutrient 
density, food safety and food waste

Lydia



Building Capacity Among Community Health 
Centers To Address Climate Change Impact On 
Agriculture Workers In Us Caribbean Territories

Project Highlight: Extension, Education, and USDA Climate Hubs Partnership

3-year intervention by Migrant Clinicians to bolster Community Health 
Centers in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands, build capacity and 
adaptability to climate change and improve health outcomes.

Expected Outcomes
• Increased climate change literacy levels among clinicians
• Expanded use of evidence-based educational resources and tools in 

communities
• Adoption of a culturally responsive curriculum for clinicians

https://portal.nifa.usda.gov/enterprise-search/project_details/advanced_search

Marysel Pagan Santana
Migrant Clinicians 
Network

April 1, 2023
$1,489,000

Lydia

https://portal.nifa.usda.gov/enterprise-search/project_details/advanced_search


A1712/Rapid Response to Extreme Weather
This priority area seeks 
applications that:

Focus on critical and urgent solutions in 
rapid response to disaster impacts on the 
nation’s food and agricultural systems.

Clearly describe short-term 
deliverables within 3 months of award 
receipt.

Clearly define the geographic scope of the 
project as related to the weather-related 
event or disaster.

Applications must address 
one or more of the following:

Agroecosystem Resilience

Food Safety, Nutrition Security, and 
Agricultural Commodity Security

Health, Well-Being, & Safety

Ashley



GRaCE – Gardens for Resilience and 
Climate Education

Project Highlight: A1712

This project is in response to the Maui wildfires. The 
objective of GRaCE is to train and equip school garden 
educators in the Hawaiian archipelago to use gardens and 
gardening as a tool to deal with traumatic events.

Expected Outcomes:
• Expanded resources for using gardening and other 

plant activities to cope with trauma
• Greater capacity for seed saving and sharing, as well 

as food saving and preservation
• Increased use of fire-resilient landscaping

Link to project description

Dennis Chase
Hawaii Public Health 
Institute

December 15, 2023
$290,384

Ashley

https://portal.nifa.usda.gov/web/crisprojectpages/1031709-grace--gardens-for-resilience-and-climate-education.html


 

Victoria Finkenstadt, PhD

National Program Leader,
Institute of Bioenergy, Climate, and 
Environment

• Program updates
• Future directions
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TOGETHER ON A MISSION



Visit nifa.usda.gov/nifa-update

SIGN UP FOR NIFA UPDATE

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-update


Upcoming Events
• NIFA Events Calendar for upcoming deadlines, meetings and 

webinars: nifa.usda.gov/events

• Upcoming Request for Applications (RFA) release calendar: 
nifa.usda.gov/upcoming-rfa-calendar

• Current NIFA Funding Opportunities - AFRI RFA:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/FY23-AFRI-FAS-RFA-508_0.pdf

54
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Grant Resources
• Funding Opportunities: nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities

• Competitive Grants Flowchart: nifa.usda.gov/competitive-grants

• NIFA Grant Resources: nifa.usda.gov/grant-training

• NIFA Policy Guide: nifa.usda.gov/policy-guide

• Indirect Costs: nifa.usda.gov/indirect-costs

• A Guide for Preparation and Submission of NIFA Applications via Grants.gov: 
apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/PKG00249520-instructions.pdf

• Information on Awarded Grants: cris.nifa.usda.gov
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Future Editions
• Celebrating Black History Month with an overview of the new 

Nutrition Hub at Southern University
• Celebrating National Nutrition Month with an overview of NIFA's 

partnership with CNPP to help reach the Secretary's goal of 
making MyPlate a household name
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