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Welcome and Meeting Logistics
*This webinar will be recorded. Please be sure your microphone is muted.
*Throughout the presentation, you may type questions in the chat box.

*Slides and the recording from this conference will be made available after the
presentation.
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Non-Discrimination Statement

https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary
by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language,
etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program
Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Important Application Information

* Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is available online at:

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/agriculture-food-research-initiative-
education-workforce-development

Title Description

Program Code: A7501

Program Code Name: Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy

Application Deadline: March 19, 2026, 5 p.m. Eastern Time

Number of Proposal Limit: No limit in proposal submission; the program may award up to two projects per
lead institution

Grant Duration: 36-48 months

Maximum award Amount: up to $500,000 total, including indirect costs.

A minimum of 50% of project direct costs requested must be for participant
support
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National Institute of Food and Agriculture

Lead federal agency providing extramural funding for food ‘ | I |
‘ Extension

and agricultural sciences.
m , Research '

NIFA provides funding and strategic leadership for programs
that ensure groundbreaking discoveries in agriculture-
related sciences and technologies reach the people who
can put them into practice.

NIFA invests in and supports initiatives that ensure the long-
term viability of agriculture.
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Topics Covered by NIFA Programs

Advanced Technologies @ Edu_catlon | g 0 Food Science
Bioenergy; Biotechnology; Teaching and Learning; Workforce Food Quality; Food Safety
Nanotechnology Development

Animals i Environment Food and Nutrition
An?mal Breeding; Atnimal Health: Ecosystems; Invasive Pests and Diseases @ Security

Animal Production; Aquaculture Nuiens Gl Widlness

Business and Economy Farming and Ranching

Markets and Trade; Natural Resource Agriculture Safety & Technology; Farmer Plants

Iy
> Education; Organic & Family Farms
éﬁﬂ Crop Production; Pest
- Management; Plant
Natural Resources @ Human Sciences Breeding; Plant Health
Forests; Grassland and Rangeland; Soil, Community Vitality; Family Well-Being;

Water, and Air Youth

Economics; Small Business
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I FY2026 Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI)
Education and Workforce Development (EWD) Priority Areas.

Agricultural Workforce Training (AWT, A7601)

‘ Research and Extension Experiences for Undergraduates (REEU, A7401)

!
‘ Pre-doctoral Fellowships (A7101) and Postdoctoral Fellowships (A7201)
/

‘ Norkshoo N A /(0)()
7
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Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy
Program (A7501)

Program Overview
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Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy
Priority Area

Seeks to increase the number of K-14 educational professionals trained
in the food and agricultural sciences.

Participants are expected to develop and apply skills necessary for
integrating food and agricultural science concepts in their classes.

o Participants include teachers, post-baccalaureate pre-service teachers,
counselors, administrators.

o No student activities are supported by this program.
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PDAL Project Requirements

Projects must:

o Promote faculty expertise and encourage widespread implementation of educational innovation at K-
14 levels in the food and agricultural sciences. This includes topics that contain elements of the human
sciences (e.g., disciplines that address issues challenging individuals, youth, families, and
communities).

o Provide immersive learning experiences (hands-on research, experiential learning, etc.), curriculum
development, and teaching training for K-14 education professionals (teachers, counselors,
administrators, etc.) and post-baccalaureate pre-service teachers to create and replicate best practices
to improve student success outcomes within the food and agricultural sciences.

A minimum of 50 percent of project direct costs for PDAL projects must be for participant support,
including items such as participant stipends, cost of subsistence (housing, meals) or dependent care
forimmersive experiences, reasonable travel, classroom materials and teaching kits, and laboratory
use fees.
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Project Additional Information

* Projects are encouraged to integrate participant interpersonal skill development activities and
training for effective in-person and/or virtual teaching.

* Interactions with industry and non-profit organizations including USDA and other federal resources
are encouraged.

* Reasonable costs for evaluation and hiring of evaluation professionals may be included.

« Use of undergraduate and graduate students as project staff is allowed. Tuition remission costs are
not allowed.

* Asapplicable, if most project activities are taking place off site, off-campus indirect cost rates should
be charged.
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| AFRI Farm Bill Priorities

U O >

2\

Plant Health, Animal Health, Food Safety, Bioenergy, Natural Agriculture Agriculture
Production, and Production, and Nutrition, and Resources, and Systems and Economics and
Plant Products Animal Products Health Environment Technology Rural Communities

PDAL projects must support at least one priority area
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| Project Type

EdUCé'!tIOn, e Up to $500,000 total, not per year.
Exten5|on, olf e A minimum of 50% of project direct

Integrated costs requested must be for
. participant support
Projects

Standard vs. Strengthening Standard Grant: not a difference to the applicant

NOFO Page 12

Project Duration:
36-48 months

Matching: Not
required



USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Eligibility

For Single-Function Education and Extension Projects:

NOFO Page 32

a) State Agricultural Experiment Station

b) Colleges and universities (including junior colleges offering associate degrees or higher)

c) University research foundations PDAL Program Goal
d) Otherresearch institutions and organizations
To increase the number of

e) Federal agencies K-14 educational

f)  National laboratories professionals trained
g) Private organizations or corporations in the food and agricultural
sciences.

h) Individuals who are U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents

i)  Any group consisting of two or more entities identified in a) through h).
For Integrated Projects:

a) Colleges and universities

b) 1994 Land-grant Institutions

c) Hispanic-serving agricultural colleges and universities



Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy
Program (A7501)

How to Apply




USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Application Submission

NIFA only accepts electronic submission of applications NOTE: e gideproidedr o et s v cample R oand

Grants.gov for the specific funding opportunity of interest.

USDA
— NIFA
L . . . GRANTS.GOV
NIFA Grants Application Guide available: = APPLICATION
https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/nifa-grantsgov-application-guide GUIDE

A Guide for Preparation and
Submission of NIFA Applications via
Grants.gov

Application documents must be in Portable Document Format (PDF)
to be accepted by NIFA, including your narrative and budget
justifications

Grants.gov may allow other formats, but NIFA does not.

~ GRANTS.GOV*

The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the
public in any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing
requirements under the law or agency policies.

Do not use third-party PDF builders.
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FY 2026 Education and Workforce Development NOFO Additional Information for

Part IV. C
P a rt I V ‘ o t e N O F o Note that the required content and forms for applications vary by the program area priority
described in the NOFO. Along with the information on this first page, see the appropriate

program area priority section for relevant details:

CO nta i nS i nfo rm ati O n re ga rd i n g P roj ect S u m m a ry a n d PART IV—APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
P roj eCt N a rrative fo rm at. C. Content and Form of Application Submission

Contents

PART IV—APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Pro posa IS that do not Comply With these instructions may C. Content and Form of Application Submission
be excluded from review and consideration of funding. ) SFAMRAR CovrShaet.....

1
1
2
2) SF 424 R&R Project/Performance Site Location(s) 3
3
3

3) R&R Other Project Information Form
A, Field 7. Project Summary/ABSIFACT ..o s s s s

AFRI Specific Application Instructions. Application and .
su meSSIOn Informatlon InCIUdlng page llmlts d nd f Food and Agriculture Non-formal Education grant applications ........uvescossessiessenne 5
narrative font sizes for AFRI Education and Workforce 4. Resarchad Exension Experinees for Undergrduncs gt aplicaions ...
Development NOFO applications are available in the “FY G Fition s Wotkioes e Vetshon e :
2026 Education and Workforce Development NOFO | T T :

Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy grant applications..........en, 3

. Agricultural Workforce Training grant applications.......cccusi s 4

. Education and Workforce Development Workshop Grants...........ccociiiiinnn 8

l.
Add itional I nfo rmation for Pa rt IV’ C” PDF in the 2. Agricultural \A-Forkfcrce‘ Trai_ning granlap-plicalions ,,,,,,, e 11
. 3.  Food and Agriculture Non-formal Education grant applications ... 14
a tta C h m e n tS l I St 0 n th e A F R | N O FO Reso u rces D a ge . 4. Research and Extension Experiences for Undergraduates grant applications ................ 17
) = 5. Pre and Post-doctoral Fellowships grant applications.......... 19
6. Education and Workforce Development Workshop Grants........ccniiinnne. 23
C. Field 9. Bibliography & References Cited......cccocoiiiniiiiiiiiin e, 24
D. Field 10. Facilities & Other ReSOUNCEs....cooiiiiiiiiiise s i s s iens 25
E. Field 1], EQUIPIMENT. it i s s i s st s b smsss it sassiasns 25
F. Field 12. Other AHAChMENIS ...civiiiiiini s s s 25


https://www.nifa.usda.gov/afri-request-applications-resources

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
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Application Details contained in Part IV § C document

* SF424 R &R Cover Sheet

* SF 424 R &R Project/Performance Site Location(s) Project Narrative

. * Not to exceed 10 pages, including all tables and
° R&R Other Information Form figures. Font size of 12 points. Do not use a

Project Summary (Up to 250 words) condensed or narrow font.
Response to previous review (Resubmitted proposals only)

Project Narrative

Expected Outcomes Response to Previous Review

* R &R Senior [ Key Person Profiles * one-page response to the previous review
. (containing the previous proposal number in the
R&R Budget first line) titled “Response to Previous Review”

* Key Personnel Roles as the first page of the attachment
« Data Management Plan * The one-page “Response to Previous Review”
does not count against the Project Narrative

* Mentoring Plan .
page limit.
 Documentation of Collaboration

* Supplemental Information Form

* Logic Model and Management Plan required for
Integrated Projects
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| Project Narrative must include

® Goals and Objectives of the project being proposed.
e Body of knowledge and justification of the need of the proposed project.

* Type and details of immersive/experiential learning activities provided.
e Innovation, plan of operation, and timetable.
® Recruitment, selection, and continued support of K-14 educators.

e Experience of Key personnel in providing quality experiential learning activities.
e Alignment of project and institutional goals.
e Institutional capacity to carry out the project.

e Approach for evaluating participant (educator) and ultimately student outcomes.
e |dentification of pitfalls, limitations and proposed approaches to address the same.

* Refer to table in Part IV § C.
* Does not count toward PN page limit.

Refer to NOFO and Part IV,C for complete description
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Duplicate Applications

There should be no scientific, budgetary, or commitment overlap.

NIFA will not fund efforts that duplicate or overlap substantially with efforts already
funded or to be funded by NIFA or other organization.

<~ PDAL does not fund renewal applications.

Ildentical applications may only be submitted to NIFA one time in the same funding
cycle.

o Submission of duplicate applications concurrently for review for more than one
program in the same funding cycle will result in exclusion of the application.

See NIFA policy guide for more information.



https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-federal-assistance-policy-guide

Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy
Program (A7501)

Proposal Evaluation
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Part V § B: Evaluation Criteria

Detailed evaluation criteria for each project type,
grant type, and centers of excellence are found in the
“AFRI Review Criteria” PDF in the attachments list on
the AFRI NOFO Resources page.

We will use the appropriate evaluation criteria to
review applications submitted in response to this
NOFO and program area priority.

NOFO Page 40, EWD Evaluation Criteria Page 11

The following details Part V. B of all AFRI Request for Applications

B. Evaluation Crilerial ..t sn s s sn s s s 1
1. Research Project AppHeations ..........c.ooo e 2
2. Education Project Applications
3. Extension Project Applications
4. Integrated Project Applications
5. Workshop Grant Applications ... s
6. New Investigator Grant ApplICalIons ... s 9
7. Sabbatical Grant, Equipment Grant, and Seed Grant Applications .........cocevcviiciicicnicnaees 9
8. Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Fellowship Applications ... 9
9. Agrncultural Workforce Traming (AWT); Professional Development for Agricultural

Literacy (PDAL); and Research and Extension Experiential Learning for
Undergraduates (REEU) Applications ..o 11
10. Food and Agriculture Non-formal Education (FANE) ... 12

PART V—APPLICATION REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

B. Evaluation Criteria

Section 2(b) of the Competitive, Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act (hereafter referred to
as the Act) (7 U.5.C. 3157), as amended, authorizes the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative
(AFRI), a competitive grant program, to provide funding for fundamental and applied research,
education, and extension to address food and agricultural sciences in the following six prionty
areas:

Plant health and production and plant products;
Animal health and production and animal products;
Food safety, nutrition, and health;

Bioenergy, natural resources, and environment;
Agriculture systems and technology; and
Agriculture economics and rural communities

R
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Evaluation Criteria

Scientific and Pedagogical
Merit of the Application

*Novelty, multidisciplinary
innovation.

*Following program goals to provide
immersive experiences for K-14
educator professional
development.

*Project objectives and outcomes.

* Approach, appropriateness and
impact.

Qualifications of Personnel,

Facilities & Project
Management

*Key personnel experience and
roles.

*Proposed work is original.

*Institutional capacity to carry out
the project.

*Clear project management plan.

* Adequacy of funds directed
towards participant support.

*Participant engagement.

NOFO Page 40, AFRI Review Criteria Page 11

Project Relevance

*Project is supportive of program
goals.

*Methods to evaluate performance
levels and document outputs,
outcomes, and impacts.

Sustainability after grant period
ends.

*Perceived pitfalls and alternatives
to address them.

Refer to NOFO for complete description



USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

| How are Proposals Reviewed?

10 = EXCEPTIONAL

]

4 = UNACCEPTABLE



http://www.insight.mrc.ac.uk/2017/09/12/funding-decisions-insider-insights/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Evaluation Process

Through these
discussions, peer-
review panelists
come to consensus
on the final rating
and ranking of
proposals.

These written
reviews are used to
begin panel
discussions with
other reviewers
serving on the
peer-review panel.

Reviewers will
produce individual
reviews of each
proposal,
evaluating the
strengths and
weaknesses.

Proposals are
assigned for review
to at least three
reviewers with
expertise in the
proposed topic.
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Successful Proposals

Are easy to read and understand.

Tell a story of why it is important to the community.

Have clear rationale & objectives that fit program priorities.

Clear budget and goals and 50% allocation to participant support clear.

Address potential pitfalls, including short-comings and alternative plans.

https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/general-grant-writing-tips-success
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Reasons for Lower Ratings

Project of little or no relevance to NIFA mission and/or program priorities.
Great idea but no clarity on how project will be carried out.

Poorly written, unclear objectives or hypotheses, spelling errors or typos.
Not innovative, little new information gained.

Not as exciting as other proposals (i.e., worth funding but ran out of funds).



Additional Information




USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
g U-s. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Timeline of Competitive Programs

© l2months  23months  12months

e Notice of Funding e Proposal under peer e Awards are finalized
Opportunity (NOFO) release review and made

e Proposal writing e Proposal funding

e Proposals due notifications

On average, a competitive program takes about 3-5 months from the proposal due date to an award being
made to an institution.

We will keep you updated as much as possible. We appreciate your patience!
Reach out to program staff if you do not receive a confirmation of application receipt from NIFA within 30
days of the NOFO deadline

29
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NIFA Resources

NIFA events calendar: Funding opportunities: « NIFA Grant Resources:
https://nifa.usda.gov/events

Sign-up for NIFA newsletters:

https://public.govdelivery.com/a
ccounts/USDANIFA/subscriber/n

ew?gsp=USDANIFA 2 Competitive Grants
Flowchart: * Info on awarded grants:

Newsletter:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/reso
urce/nifa-update
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Use Data Gateway to Find Funded Awards

HOME » DATA

Project Details Financial Details Advanced Search Annual Reports on Planned Programs

Search these terms... @ "' B/ Data Gateway

I Search in these fields... 7]
1 Show these fields in the results... o

View results as: () Document (@) Tabular (™ always hidden in tabular view)

Expected Results: 102,325 Projects ch

Previously funded PDAL projects: http://portal.nifa.usda.gov/enterprise-search/ss/1805

31
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: Upcoming Events

NIFA Events Calendar for upcoming deadlines, meetings and webinars:
https://nifa.usda.gov/calendar

<~ PDAL Follow-up Q&A session on March 3, 2026:
o Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy NOFO Q&A session | Meeting-Join | Microsoft

Teams
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Important Application Information

* Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is available online at:

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/agriculture-food-research-initiative-
education-workforce-development

Title Description

Program Code: A7501

Program Code Name: Professional Development for Agricultural Literacy

Application Deadline: March 19, 2026, 5 p.m. Eastern Time

Number of Proposal Limit: No limit in proposal submission; the program may award up to two projects per
lead institution.

Grant Duration: 36-48 months

Maximum award Amount: up to $500,000 total, including indirect costs.

A minimum of 50% of project direct costs requested must be for participant
support.
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New for FY26: Workshop Grants (A7001)

* Develop activities and programming that bring stakeholders together to discuss,
coordinate, and advance innovations supportive of food and agriculture- related
education and workforce development.

* Workshops may be held in conjunction with or complementary to other
organization’s events (conferences) but are to have their own identity and
purpose.

* NIFA will not fund workshop grants with the sole purpose of supporting travel and
subsistence to attend conferences/workshops.

* Must not exceed $50,000 for up to 60 months. Indirect costs are not permitted.

* Questions can be directed to A7T001@usda.gov.
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Volunteer to Become a Panelist!
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Questions after this session?

Please consult the NOFO and contact:

Kellyann Jones-Jamtgaard, PhD Dorissel Resto, MS
National Program Leader Program Specialist
A7501@usda.gov

(816) 599-1916

Explore other opportunities in NIFA’s Agricultural and

Food Education Pipeline:
https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/nifa-reinforces-agricultural-education-

pipeline
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