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DISCLAIMER

Applicants should use the information on the next several slides to supplement
instructions in the NOFO and the NIFA Grants Application Guide.



https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
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What is the Notice of

Funding Opportunity
(NOFO0)?

* Previously called, Request for
Applications, the Notice of
funding Opportunity (NOFO) is
the publication that announces a
funding opportunity and solicits
applications.

* The Rural Health and Safety
Education (RHSE) program will
solicit applications in FY 2026.
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Solicitation for Applications
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Explore federal grant opportunities with our enhanced, user-

friendly search.
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Navigating the NOFO
02

Do not rely on old/outdated
content (i.e., Requests for
Applications) as information
has changed since the last
competition cycle.
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NOFO SECTIONS

Notice of Fundi : : .
og;::ﬂuunl;t;ng Part I. Funding Opportunity Description

Rural Health and Safety Part Il. Award Information
Education Competitive
Grants Program

Part Ill. Eligibility Information

Part IV. Application and Submission

Part V. Application Review Requirements
Part VI. Award Administration

Part VII. Other Information

Appendix |. Agency Contact

Appendix Il. Glossary of Terms

Appendix Ill. Definitions




TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Disclaimer: The information on the next several slides is
intended to encourage applicants to prepare a competitive
application. The information provided should be used as a

resource companion to the NOFO and
and NOT as standalone content. Always
defer to the NOFO.


https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
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A concise, informative Project
Summary/Abstract is critical for a
competitive application

o Follow the Project Summary/Abstract
instructions: https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-

22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide

o The Project Summary should be concise and
informative, no more than 250 words.

o To attach a Project Summary/Abstract, click
“Add Attachment”

PROJECT SUMMARY/ABSTRACT DESCRIPTION

o Asummary of the proposed activity suitable for
dissemination to the public,

o Self-contained description of the project that
includes a statement of objectives and
methods to be employed,

o Informative to other persons working in the
same or related fields and is as understandable
as possible to a lay reader, and

o Must not include any proprietary/confidential
information.

RECOMMENDATION: ANSWER THE FOLLOWING

QUESTIONS IN THE ABSTRACT

o Why is the project relevant? What are the
goals/objectives?

o How will the team meet the goals/objectives?

o What is the impact? THE BIG SO WHAT: What is the
meaningful change your project will create in the
health, safety, or well-being of rural individuals,
families, or communities?
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A complete, well-written Project THE PROJECT NARRATIVE

Narrative is critical for a |
titi licati o Respondsto all promptsinthe NOFO
competitive application o Adheres to page limits, font size, and spacing

o Follow the Project Narrative instructions: restrictions
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa- o Clearly articulates the situation/need and
grants-application-guide intended impact (remember the BIG SO WHAT?),

o Includes pertinent background information in
the introduction,

o Clearly describes the objectives and project
activities,

o Provide the Project Narrative in accordance with
the guidelines specified under Part IV, “Content
and Form of the Application” in the NOFO.

o Appendices to the Project Narrative are allowed if o Highlights impacts/potential impacts,
they are directly germane to the proposed project. o ldentifies a plan for monitoring project
Do not use the addition of appendices to performance,
circumvent the text and/or figures and tables page o Addresses potential challenges/pitfalls, and
limitations. o Describes lessons learned from

, , , previous/current/relevant projects
o To attach a Project Narrative, click “Add

Attachment.”
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Competitive Project Narrative Slide 1
EXAMPLES OF SITUATION/NEED CONTENT

A rural community located near several aging agricultural storage facilities has reported
increased concerns about air quality during certain seasons. Families have noted dust and
particulate matter around homes and fields but are unsure how these exposures may affect
long-term health. Residents have expressed a need for accessible information about
environmental health risks and how these issues relate to chronic conditions commonly seenin
the area.

In a remote county with few local health providers, many older adults and working families
report difficulty accessing reliable, age-appropriate health information. Several community
members have shared that they do not know where to begin with preventive health practices
or how to stay motivated to maintain healthy lifestyles. Residents have expressed interestin
learning more but lack consistent access to educational opportunities.
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Competitive Project Narrative Slide 2

EXAMPLES OF INTRODUCTORY CONTENT

Rural communities in the region face persistent challenges related to preventive health
education, limited access to reliable health information, and environmental factors that affect
family well-being. Many residents have expressed a need for accessible, community-based
outreach that supports healthier decision-making across all ages.

Across multiple rural counties, individuals and families report difficulty obtaining clear,
trustworthy information about health risks and lifestyle practices that support long-term
wellness. Community partners have noted gaps in health-promotion knowledge among
residents, volunteers, and local service providers, suggesting a broader need for coordinated
rural health education efforts.
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Competitive Project Narrative Slide 3

ELEMENT

Evaluation

Sustainability

Data
Management

EXAMPLE CONTENT

During the first project year, the evaluation team will create and pilot evaluation tools to measure
community engagement and changes in participants’ health-related knowledge and motivation.
By the end of the project period, the evaluation will document participation across age groups and
collect feedback from individuals, families, volunteers, and community partners.

The community-based outreach approach promotes sustainability by strengthening partnerships
with local organizations, extension educators, health volunteers, and community leaders. These
relationships help build long-term capacity within rural communities to continue offering
health-related information, family-support resources, and environmental health education
beyond the project period.

Project data will be organized and stored in a secure digital system in which all materials—
including attendance records, educational session feedback forms, and community partner
documentation—are clearly labeled and maintained. Any digital attachments, such as outreach
materials or non-identifiable participant reflections, will include appropriate metadata. Clean
datasets will be compiled for analysis, and documentation describing variables and structure will
be maintained for evaluation purposes.
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A complete budget is critical for
a competitive application

O

Include proposed expenditures on the R&R Budget
Forms

Separate budgets are required only for sub-
awardee organizations that perform a substantive
portion of the project.

When creating Subaward Budget(s), use the R&R
Subaward Budget Attachment and attach as a
separate file on the R&R Budget Attachment(s)
form.

Follow budget-related instructions in its entirety:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-

grants-application-guide

THE BUDGET

©)

Adheres to program requirements and
funding limit,

Reflects project activities, personnel, and
partnerships/collaborations

Represents all 36 months of the project

‘OMB Number: 4040-0001
Expiration Date: 11/30/2025

UEL:
Budget Type: Project tart Date: : Ens :
A. Senior/Key Person
Months sted ds
Prefix First Midd! Last Bas ) d. S| 1y ($) Benefits (§) (s)
[ | | | | ] [ T [ 1 | ]
Project Role: [po/p1 ]
dtionatSenior ey ersans | (o Atachment | [Deicte Atacimen] | ey Persons m e avacheatie [
otal Person [ ]
. Othel
Months ringe
cal.  Acad.  Sum. salary ($) Benefits ($) Requested ($)
C I I T || || |
| | I | |
I N |
| |
R | N
TotatOmerpersonnet [ |
Total Salary, Wages and Fringe (A+B)

Snapshot of Page 1 of the R&R budget form is for
illustrative purposes. Applicants must include
Budget Periods 1,2 and 3!


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You must also provide additional information on consultants and collaborators in the budget portion of the application
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A complete budget justification
is critical for a competitive
application

o Use the budget justification to provide the

additional information requested in all budget
categories identified and any other information
you wish to submit to support your budget
request.

The budget justification detail should follow the
same order as the budget. While you should
provide information for each item of the budget,
you must justify the following budget categories,
where applicable: salaries (justification is to
include the Base Annual Salary for each key
person), equipment, travel, and
participant/trainee support.

Budget Justification

©)

O
O
O

Provides additional information for each
budget category,

|s detailed,

Follows the same order as the budget, and
Represents all 36 months of the project

Budget Narrative Snapshot Sample Template

FAIN :XXXX-XX-XXXXX

Section A- Budget Summary

Section B - Budget Categories

Personnel
Fringe benefits
Equipment
Supplies
Travel
Contractual
Indirect Costs

@"P Qa0 oo

Section C - Non-Federal Resources



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You must also provide additional information on consultants and collaborators in the budget portion of the application
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FILES OFTEN FORGOTTEN....

v Application Contents in PDF

Current and Pending

Conflict of Interest Forms

Biosketches

Letters of support & commitment
Data Management Plan (DMP)
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Elements of a competitive application: Files often forgotten

IMPORTANT FILES

Current and Pending

Conflict of Interest Forms

Biographical Sketches

Letters of support & commitment

Data Management Plan (DMP)

RELEVANCE

|dentifies key personnels’ current and future commitments. Shows
peer reviewers and NIFA staff, the project team has experience and
the required capacity to complete project activities.

Helps NIFA staff and peer reviewers to identify conflicts of interest
before the review period. Critical to maintain the integrity of the
peer review process.

Show peer reviewers and NIFA staff the project team has the
expertise and experience to complete project activities.

Reinforces what is proposed in the application. Provide
partners/collaborators, supporters, administrators, farmers, etc.
an opportunity to express their level of approval, oversight,
involvement and support. Emphasizes the need for the project.

Describes how the project team will safeguard and use collected
data.
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Up-to-date Current and o Certification includes confirming that the
o . o og e information is current, accurate, complete, and
Pendlng Supp?rt info I.S cr!tlcal that the applicant is not a party to a malign
for a competitive application. foreign talent recruitment program (per 42 USC
§ 19232).

o SciENcv is now the required method for
preparing Current and Pending (Other) o Forms marked as DRAFT will not be
Support forms. accepted; applicants must certify and

download the final PDF.

o Applicants must loginto SciENcv, select Delegates may assist with form preparation
“New Document,” and choose “USDA but cannot certify or download a certified
Current and Pending (Other) Support” from PDF on behalf of the applicant.

) i ) PENDING SUPPORT INFORMATION

o Any available data source (including ORCID)

may be used to populate the forms. Detailed instru.ctions are avai.lable: |
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-

grants-application-guide

o Applicants must certify the form and
download the final PDF for submission.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All current efforts to which project director(s) and other senior personnel have committed a portion of their time must be listed.
Even if no other funding is currently reported as “Active,” this application is to be identified as “Pending” in the information submitted.

NIFA will not fund an application that duplicates or overlaps substantially with an application already funded (or to be funded) by another organization or agency. Disclose all resources including inkind contributions.
Concurrent submission of a proposal to other organizations will not prejudice its review by NIFA.



https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-application-guide

)

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Conflict of Interest (COI) Forms
are critical for a competitive
application

o Required to maintain the integrity of the
peer-review process.

o Attach a single attachment containing a
COl list for each Senior/Key Person
included in the R&R Senior/Key Person
Profile (i.e., one attachment containing all
the COl lists).

COI FORM REQUIREMENTS AT-A-GLANCE

For each Senior/Key Person, list alphabetically by last
name (and with last name first), the full names of
individuals in the following categories and mark each
category which applies with an “x”.

o All thesis or postdoctoral advisees/advisors

o All co-authors on publications < 3 years, including
pending publications and submissions

o All collaborators on projects within the past 3 years,
including current and planned,

o All persons in your field with whom you have had a
consulting/financial arrangement/other conflict-of-
interest < 3 years including receiving compensation
of any type (e.g., money, goods, or services)

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE COI FORM

Review COl instructions in its entirety:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-grants-
application-guide

A suggested template is available:
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/application-support-templates



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For each Senior/Key Person, list alphabetically by last name (and with last name first), the full names of individuals in the following categories and mark each category which applies with an “x”. 
 All thesis or postdoctoral advisees/advisors 
 All co-authors on publications within the past 3 years, including pending publications and submissions 
 All collaborators on projects within the past 3 years, including current and planned collaborations 
All persons in your field with whom you have had a consulting/financial arrangement/other conflict-of-interest in the past 3 years including receiving compensation of any type (e.g., money, goods, or services)
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Biographical Sketches are critical o Review for accuracy and completeness
for a competitive application. using the preview function.
o Certify the document within SciENcv,

download the certified PDF, then attach the
certified PDF to the application.

o The Project Director/Principal Investigator
(PD/PI) and all senior/key personnel must
complete a USDA Biographical Sketch using

SciENcv. LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BIOSKETCH

o Applicants must login to SciENcv, Detailed instructions are available:
select “New Document,” and choose “USDA https://www.nifa.usda.gov/nifa-22-001-nifa-
Biographical Sketch" from the grants-application-guide

Document Type menu.

o Fillinall information requested in the form.
Ensure all information is accurate and up-to-
date. Clarifying instructions for certain fields
are provided within SciENcv.
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Letters of Support & WHO SHOULD PROVIDE A LETTER OF SUPPORT

Letters of Commitment are

o Local networks
critical for a competitive o OrdgancizatliO(nS : - )
o . o Individuals (e.g., farmers, families, etc.
application ~ Others
o Lettersreinforce the applicant’s WHO SHOULD PROVIDE A LETTER OF
partnerships, resources, credibility in the COMMITMENT?
field/community, need, etc. . o Deans and other administrators
® Ap.pllcants shc?uld carefully consider who is o Collaborators/partners/other personnel
suited to provide letters. o Entities providing donations
o Letters should add value to the overall o Organizations
application and should convey the need in o Others

funding and expertise.

o Collaborators/partners should express
their commitment to contribute to the
project’s success.



)

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

A Complete Data Management
Plan (DMP) is critical for a o Expected data type

Data format

Data storage and preservation

Data sharing, protection and public access
Roles and responsibilities

competitive application

O
O
o The DMP is limited to two (2) pages o
O

o Regardless of the number of subawards, submit

one DMP for the project and cover data LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DMP

delliceizce el CellEl IEieE https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/lifecycle/pre

-award/data-management-plans

o Clearly articulate how the project team plans to
manage and disseminate the data generated by

the project E] E]
o Implementation of the DMP must be a i
component of annual and final reports to NIFA R P P A 2% e
(REEport) and include progress in data sharing
(publications, database, software, curriculum, E] fderediedd

outreach materials, etc.).


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The DMP is limited to two (2) pages 
Regardless of the number of subawards, only one DMP should be submitted for the project and should cover data collected by all collaborators
Clearly articulate how the project team plans to manage and disseminate the data generated by the project
Implementation of the DMP must be a component of annual and final reports to NIFA (REEport) and include progress in data sharing (publications, database, software, curriculum, outreach materials, etc.). 

The final report should also describe the data that was produced during the award period and the components that will be stored and preserved (including the expected duration) after the award ends. 
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SAMPLE CHECKLIST
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Sample Application Submission Checklist

v Application Contents in PDF v Application Contents in PDF

File Name for PDF Grants.gov file. Review NIFA R&R Senior/Key Person Profile form

Grants Application Guide

Title Key Personnel Current and Pending (SciENcv)
List of Project Directors (PDs)/co-PDs & affiliation Key Personnel Conflict of Interest forms

List of collaborating organizations Key Personnel Biographical Sketch (SciENcv)
Abstract/Project Summary Letters of support

Project Narrative adheres to page limit, font size, Letters of commitment

and spacing Institutional Review Board (IRB)

Logic model and timeline Approval/Exemption Pending (if applicable)
R&R Budget forms Bibliography

Budget Justification Other attachments

Data Management Plan. Review Data Submitted application before the deadline!

Management Plan webpage
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Gentle reminders to help you along...

Review the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) in its entirety.
Understand your organization’s eligibility.

Pay attention to the required elements of the Project Narrative.

Know your institution’s internal deadlines.

Request letters of commitment and support.

Review Executive Orders and USDA priorities.

Direct Grants.gov related questions to Grants.gov.

Contact sm.ree.nifa.rhse@usda.gov with questions specific to this NOFO.

O O O O O O O O
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Non-Discrimination Statement

https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs, are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:
program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is acceptable to summarize this statement verbally while displaying it, and stating that the slide contains contact information for individuals with disabilities to request reasonable accommodations, that language access services will be provided to limited English proficient individuals upon request, and that anyone wishing to file a complaint can utilize the phone number, fax number, or postal mailing address listed on the slide.​

REQUIRED SLIDE FOR ALL EXTERNAL PRESENTATIONS. DO NOT REMOVE FROM YOUR PRESENTATION. 
It is acceptable to summarize this statement verbally while displaying it, by reading the first bullet point in its entirety, and stating that the slide contains contact information for individuals with disabilities to request reasonable accommodations, that language access services will be provided to limited English proficient individuals upon request, and that anyone wishing to file a complaint can utilize the phone number, fax number, or postal mailing address listed on the slide.
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QUESTIONS?
sm.ree.nifa.rhse@usda.gov
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