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VeterinarianShortageSituation
NominationForm


Tobesubmitted undertheauthorityofthechiefStateorInsularAreaAnimalHealthOfficial

VeterinaryMedicineLoanRepaymentProgram(VMLRP)
ThisformmustbeusedforNominationofVeterinarianShortageSituationstotheVeterinaryMedicineLoanRepaymentProgram
(VMLRP),AuthorizedUndertheNationalVeterinaryMedicalServiceAct(NVMSA)
Note:Pleasesubmitoneseparatenominationformforeachshortagesituation.SeetheStateAnimalHealthOfficial(SAHO)sectionof
theVMLRPwebsite(www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp)forthenumberofnominationspermittedforyourstateorinsulararea.

LocationofVeterinaryShortageAreaforthisNomination
Chippewa, Kandiyohi, Meeker and Wright counties, MN

LocationofVeterinaryShortage:

(e.g.,County,State/InsularArea;mustbealogisticallyfeasibleveterinarypracticeservicearea)

ApproximateCenterofShortageArea
(orLocationofPositionifTypeIII):

Howard Lake MN
(e.g.,AddressorCrossStreet,Town/City,andZipCode)

OverallPriorityofShortage:

High Priority
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

TypeofVeterinaryPracticeArea/Discipline/Specialty;ƐĞůĞĐƚŽŶĞͿ͗
Type I: Private practice, Food animal medicine (awardee obligation: 80% FTE or 32hr/wk)
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

&ŽƌdǇƉĞ/Žƌ//WƌŝǀĂƚĞWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ͗
Musƚcover(checkĂtleastone)
 BeefCattle
 DairyCattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 SmallRuminant
 Other:_____________________
■

Maycover
 BeefCattle
 DairyCattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 SmallRuminant
Equine, camelids
 Other:_____________________

&ŽƌdǇƉĞ///PublicPractice͗
Employer:_____________________PositionTitle:_____________________
Pleaseselectoneormorespecialty/disciplinary areas:
 FoodSafety
 PublicHealth
 Epidemiology
 Other:_____________________
(Optional)Ifthenominatorwishestospecifyaservicetimeforthisshortagesituationthatishigherthantheminimum
requiredfortheshortagetypecheckedĂďŽǀĞ,pleasespecifythepercenttimeintheboxbelow(basedona40Ͳhour
workweek).Leavetheboxblankiftheservicetimeforthisshortagesituationisfortheminimumpercenttimeofthe
shortagetypeindicated.

%
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Pleasedescribetheimportanceandobjectivesofaveterinarianfillingthisshortagesituationaswellasbeinglocatedinthe
community,area,state/insulararea,orpositionrequestedabove(limityourresponsetoϭϱϬϬĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ).
Over 13,000 registered premises in Minnesota raise poultry. In the proposed shortage area, there are almost 1,500 premises including six
layer operations. Supporting a food animal veterinarian in this area is essential for continued health and growth of Minnesota's poultry
industry. The primary objective for a veterinarian filling this shortage is to provide veterinary care for 1.4 million laying hens and more than
350,000 replacement pullets owned by a commercial table egg layer. Objectives include evaluating husbandry, nutrition and management
techniques and proposing and implementing changes to protect and improve flock health.
Relationships between veterinarians, poultry producers and the Minnesota Board of Animal Health (BAH) proved to be instrumental in
detecting disease and minimizing spread during the 2015 avian influenza outbreak. A poultry veterinarian serving in this shortage situation is
well poised to work cooperatively with the Minnesota Board of Animal Health and the Minnesota Poultry Testing Laboratory to ensure early
detection, control, and eradication of any future occurrences of widespread avian disease.

Pleasedescribetheactivitiesofaveterinarianmeetingthisshortagesituationinthecommunity,area,state/insulararea,
orpositionrequestedabove(limityourresponsetoϭϱϬϬĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞĞƌƐorless).
A veterinarian meeting this shortage situation routinely works with producers to improve management policies and practices to ensure flock
health. Activities include performing examinations, administering vaccines, interpreting diagnostic tests, monitoring morbidity and mortality
events, performing necropsies and accessing nutritional and welfare requirements. The veterinarian advises managers and producers on
flock treatment plans and the appropriate utilization of pharmaceuticals as dictated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Veterinary
Feed Directive.
Responsibilities include working with the integrator’s biosecurity coordinator to develop an auditable plan that meets National Poultry
Improvement Plan (NPIP) standards and minimizes the potential for introduction of disease, including diseases of great impact, such as highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI). The veterinarian also ensures that poultry and poultry products are moved legally and safely and ensures
compliance with state and federal disease surveillance programs. As a representative of the poultry industry, the veterinarian may be asked to
participate in statewide discussions concerning avian health surveillance, disease response and research.

Pleasedescribeanypasteffortstorecruitandretainaveterinarianintheshortagesituationidentifiedabove(limityour
responsetoϳϱϬĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐorless).
Minnesota's integrated poultry companies continue to experience difficulty hiring and retaining qualified veterinarians. Historically this integrator
has utilized the services of large animal practitioners in the area, but recognizes the benefits of hiring a dedicated staff veterinarian, namely
species specific knowledge and skill set, and a decreased biosecurity risk. The veterinarian in this position advocates full-time for the health
and welfare of the birds under their care. A Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Plan (MLRP) award will incentivize a skilled poultry
veterinarian to continue practice in this rural area.

Pleasedescribetheriskofthisveterinarianpositionnotbeingsecuredorretained.Includetherisk(s)totheproductionofa
safeandwholesomefoodsupplyandtoanimal,human,andenvironmentalhealthnotonlyinthecommunitybutinthe
region,state/insulararea,nation,and/orinternationalcommunity(limityourresponsetoϮϬϬϬĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐorless).
The occurrence of HPAI in the Midwest in 2015 emphasized the need for veterinary expertise in our poultry sector. Veterinarians play an
integral role in poultry production systems and are critical in disease prevention, treatment, surveillance, recognition and reporting. Failure to
detect and respond to avian diseases expediently will have significant economic ramifications for the industry.
Minnesota is currently one of the top ten egg producing states and nationwide per capita egg consumption continues to grow (National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), October 2017). Consumers depend on egg farmers to maintain healthy flocks and produce wholesome
and safe food. Additionally, poultry and poultry products are traded internationally. Experienced poultry veterinarians serve as a resource when
developing industry standards for poultry suppliers and provide education to consumers. Failure to retain adequate veterinary staff in this area
could impact animal and human health, not only locally but nationally.
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SAHOnominatormustcheckbothboxesbelowinorderforNIFAtoconsiderthisnominationforofficialdesignation



Bycheckingthisbox,IaffirmthatthisformrepresentsanominationandissubjecttoNIFAreviewand
approval.



Bycheckingthisbox,Iaffirmthatitismyprofessionalopinionthatthisisabonafidefoodsupplyorpublic
healthͲrelatedveterinaryshortagesituation.Iaffirmduediligencehasbeeninvestedtoidentifythisarea
asashortagesituationofatleastmoderatepriority(severity).

✔

✔

AuthorizedStateorInsularAreaAnimalHealthOfficialordesignee:
Name:

Beth S. Thompson, JD, DVM

Title:

Executive Director, State Veterinarian

Organization:
Email:
TelephoneNumber:

Board of Animal Health
Beth.Thompson@state.mn.us

651-201-6844
(Areacoderequired)

PublicreportingforOMBcontrolnumber0524Ͳ00ϱϬisestimatedtoaveragetwohours,includingthetimeforreviewinginstructions,
searchingexistingdatasources,gatheringandmaintainingthedataneeded,andcompletingandreviewingthecollectionofinformation.
Anagencymaynotconductorsponsor,andapersonisnotrequiredtorespondto,acollectionofinformation,unlessitdisplaysacurrent
validOMBcontrolnumber.Sendcommentsregardingthisburdenestimateoranyotheraspectofthiscollectionofinformation,
includingsuggestionsforreducingthisburdentoNIFA,OGFM,8009thSt.SW,Washington,DC20024,AttentionPolicySection.Donot
returnthecompletedformtothisaddress.
FormNIFA2009Ͳ0001
OMBInformationCollectionApprovalNo.0524ͲϬϬϱϬ
ExpirationDate:ϵͬϯϬͬϮϬϭϵ
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